



THE TALE OF THE ALL-NEW 

2016 MALIBU 


AS TOLD FROM AN ENGINEERING AND DESIGN PERSPECTIVE. 

We sat down with designers Mike Pevovar and Crystal 
Windham, and integration manager Lance Johnstone to 
talk about the innovation that went into developing the 
next-generation Malibu. 




SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION 



MIKE PEVOVAR & CRYSTAL WINDHAM 

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR DESIGN DIRECTORS 


In terms of design, what are some defining features of the 
all-new Malibu? 

Mike: The Chevrolet Malibu has a road presence that 
balances form and function in a way that will turn 
heads. When creating the “new face of Chevy” the grille, 
headlamps and daytime running lamps all laid the 
foundation for the expressive, windswept body lines. 

The design is assertive and confident, as emphasized by 
its solidly planted stance. Long, dramatically sweeping 
surfaces really make Malibu stand out from the crowd. 
The whole vehicle feels tidy and taut — something you 
could throw around a little. 

Crystal: Malibu interior design is all about maximizing 
comfort with style. The instrument panel is down and 
away for more driver space, but the available touch- 
screen is up to 8 inches.We offset and slightly floated 
the screen to use space better. That’s pretty daring 
for this market, but glare and reach are optimized for 
a driver. Also, the softest materials are closest to the 
customers, and the details are outstanding — lots of inserts 
and accents of different textured leather appointments, 


intricate stitching - it's taking those expressive zones and 
adding more. We want to surprise people, not just the first 
time, but the second time, third time — like, “Wow ... they 
have this little pocket here for my umbrella!” and “Wow ... so 
this is what my car looks like at night!” 

How do interior and exterior design elements of the alt-new 
Malibu complement each other? 

Mike: The extra 1.3 inches of rear leg room set the stage for 
exterior design — it stretched everything, so we used that 
to set up body proportions to make the vehicle look lower, 
longer and wider. Also, the sixth rear quarter panel window 
not only increases visibility and brings more sunlight 
inside, it helps make the car look lighter, more airy and more 
spacious from the outside. 

Crystal: When you start with a solid exterior foundation 
with correct proportions, the interior design architecture 
comes together naturally, and we can focus on improving 
visibility and comfort. I always say the exterior draws you 
in, but the interior keeps you there. Drivers spend so much 
time in their car, so it should feel like a second home. 


tt We want to surprise people, not just the 

first time, but the second time, third time.. 31 

Crystal Windham, interior design director 



LANCE JOHNSTONE 

VIRTUAL PERFORMANCE INTEGRATION MANAGER 


The 2016 Malibu is quieter offers improved mileage and 
better handling. How could you improve Malibu on so many 
dimens ions sim ultaneously? 

The key is integration — working with all of the vehicle 
components and vehicle teams simultaneously to create 
the lightest, best performing structure for the vehicle. The 
ultimate goal was to design Malibu with surprising MPG 
with less mass, but no reduction in performance. Integration 
allowed us to work through all of the consequences of using 
one part or another, and combining components, it allowed 
us to optimize more and compromise less, and it really paid 
of f in the all-new Malibu. We were able to remove nearly 300 
pounds from the vehicle - making it the lightest vehicle in its 
class, all the while offering an estimated 37 MPG highway. 1 


What technologies aided in optimizing vehicle integration 
with the Malibu design team? 

Computer-assisted engineering has progressed to the 
point where it allowed us to explore and virtually evaluate 
more design alternatives for the new Malibu than ever 
before. This gave us new insights by showing us how 
these alternative designs for the vehicle structure could 
improve performance across numerous different vehicle- 
performance dimensions. These internal structural 
improvements then paved the way for new external 
design considerations and possibilities. The engineering 
improvements optimized performance and mass, enabling 
MPG and also had an impact on the exterior's great design. 



CHEVROLET 

FIND NEW ROADS' 


1 With I.5L eng ini?. Based Dn GM lasting. Official EPA estimates not yet available. 
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NASCAR is just the beginning of what’s 
ahead. We recap 201 5, make bold predic- 
tions for 201 6 and reveal the schedules, 
our top picks and ones to watch. 


AUTOWEEK.COM 

COMEBACK CAR 

Yep, it’s true-the 201 7 
DeLorean DMC-1 2 is hap- 
pening: bit.ly/aw-dmc12 

HAIL TO THE CHIEF 

See why the Bowlus 
Road Chief may be the 
ultimate travel trailer: 

bit.ly/aw-bowlus 
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some of those who have made 
the Indianapolis 500 famous- 
and they’re not all racers, either 
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Racing makes history with 
an ending for the ages in 
the Rolex 24 at Daytona 
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ALL-IMEW JAGUAR XF 


THIS IS NOT 
BUSINESS AS USUAL 



JAGUAR 



Introducing the all-new Jaguar XF. 

Built from lightweight aluminum and equipped with a 
supercharged 380 hp V6 engine, the XF is powerful, 
agife and uncommonly quick. Coupled with leading edge 
technology, it delivers a unique and intuitive driving 
experience. And now, all new Jaguar vehicles are backed 
by Best-ln-Class Jaguar EliteCare, our exceptional 5 years 
or 60,000 mile coverage including complimentary 
scheduled maintenance/ 

You’ll find that the 2016 XF is anything but expected. 

JAGUARU5A.COM 


Jaguar EliteCare 

BEST IN CLASS 
COVERAGE 

5 YEARS 60,000 MILES 


& New Vehicle Limited Warranty 
® Complimentary Scheduled Maintenance 
® 24* H our Roadside Assistance 
<£■ Jaguar InControl'*' Remote & Protect™ 


THE ART OF PERFORMANCE 

2016 Jaguar XF S vehicle shown. * Class is cars sold by luxury automobile brands and claim Is based on total package of warranty, maintenance and other coverage programs. For complete 
details regarding Jaguar EliteCare coverage, please visit JAGUARUSA.COM, call 1.SOO. 4. JAGUAR or visit your local Jaguar Retailer. © 2015 JAGUAR LAND ROVER NORTH AMERICA, LLC 
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TWO CULTURES OF 


INNOVATION, A DECADE 
OF ADRENALINE-DRIVEN SUCCESS. 


better way forward 


"IN MY EXPERIENCE, NOBODY 
HAS EVER HAD A TIRE THA T IS 
AS FAST AND LASTS AS LONG 
AS MICHELIN. YOU ASK ANY 
DRIVER IN THE PADDOCK AND 
THEY'LL ALL SAY THE EXACT 
SAME THING" 
- Tommy Milner 


PROUD PARTNER 


Thousands of laps. Hundreds of hours 
of direct driver feedback. Twelve years 
into the Michelin-Corvette Racing 
relationship, the bond between tire 
and car, driver and engineer, has never 
been stronger. This partnership has 
allowed Corvette drivers to claim 
victory over 70 times in major 
endurance races, including six wins 
at the fabled 24 Hours of Le Mans. 


MICHELIN* 

Total Performance * 

What we learn on the track we bring to 
the street — in the form of advances in 
braking, grip, handling, and endurance 
in good weather and bad — to fulfill 
the Michelin commitment to Total 
Performance. To learn more, go to 
michelinman.com 



2016 Michelin North America, Inc. All rights reserved. The Michelin Man is a registered trademark owned by Michelin North America, Inc. 



SPEED FREAK > By Mike Pryson 
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BODYSURFING OUR WAY 
INTO THE RACING SEASON 


TEAM OWNER CHIP GANASSI 
bodysurfing off the podium follow- 
ing Ganassi Racing driver Scott Dixon's 
win at Sonoma Raceway in August to 
capture the Verizon IndyCar Series 
championship was one of the 2015 
racing season's enduring images. 

I mean, seriously, how cool would 
it be if you could bodysurf across your 
office after making a deadline, finishing 
the shift at the plant or closing that 
big deal? 

If anything, we were at least slightly 
disappointed when we didn't see 
Indianapolis Star writer and longtime 
Autoweek contributor Curt Cavin 
in any photos from Sonoma with his 
hands in the air waiting to help the 
57-year-old Ganassi along his way. 

We'll make sure to assign that story 
to our guy in the trenches this year. 

So, who will bodysurf in 2016? 

In this issue of Autoweek, we borrow 
a little inspiration from the ghosts of 
Competition Press for some old-school, 
wall-to-wall racing coverage. In addition 
to key storylines and schedules for all 
the major series, we take a final look 
at 2015, open the envelope on our picks 
to win it all (sorry if we put the jinx on 
you, John Force) and make some bold 
predictions sure to go wrong for 2016. 

And don't miss the back page for an 
exclusive first look at some Formula 
One changes we see on the horizon, 


since the Americans — namely the 
Haas FI Team — are back in the game. 
Hint: Reader Jake Shafer kind of beat 
us to the punchline on one item, com- 
menting on an Autoweek Facebook 
post recently about FI losing its cham- 
pagne sponsor: "Man, they just need to 
have the Champagne of Beers, Miller 
High Life." 

As for '16, it's hard not to get excited 
about a racing season that includes the 
Indianapolis 500's 100th running; cele- 
brating 50 years of both Team Penslce 
and NHRA Funny Cars,- and new looks 
for racing meccas in Indianapolis and 
Daytona Beach, Florida. 

The championship formats are also 
getting a makeover in the NASCAR 
Xfinity and Camping World Truck 
series. Those two series go to a postsea- 
son Chase format similar to the one 
that has added quite a bit of spice to 
the Sprint Cup Series (or, as Autoweek 
Twitter follower @Johnplayer9 posted, 
"How many extra commercials 
will @NASCAR sell for each race?"). 

Of course, we would love to tell you, 
@Johnplayer9, but we used up what 
little magic we had in our crystal ball 
on this year's racing preview. 

Enough of the pregame show — let's 
drop the green flag, already! 

—mpryson@autoweek.com 

Follow me on Twitter @AWmikepryson 
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Innovation, now seating seven. 

With this much advanced technology inside, it was only fair to make room 
for everyone. Introducing the all-new Audi Q7 with a truly impressive array 
of innovations. The available Audi virtual cockpit with Google Earth™ 
navigation gives drivers control over the road from their own personalized 
command center. Leading-edge technology, such as available Audi turn assist, 
helps drivers avoid potential collisions by monitoring the road around them, 

Superior design and intelligence have come together to form the 
next-generation Sport Technology Vehicle. 

The all-new Audi Q7. A higher form of intelligence has arrived. 



irries, and the four rings logo are registered trademarks of AUDI AC. 
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REIGNING CHAMP 
SCOTT DIXON 
POISED FOR AN 
INDYCAR ENCORE 

BY CURT CAVIN 

□ SCOTT DIXON'S 
win in last season's 
final IndyCar Series 
race was the 38 th of 
his career. Sound like 
a lot? It does in this sense. 

The drivers ahead of him on the 
all-time list have these last names: 
Foyt, Andretti and Unser. 

That's it. That's the list. 

"It already sounds kind of weird," 
Dixon said. 


It also might not be the order for 
long. The 35-year-old Dixon enters 
the upcoming season one win from 
tying A1 Unser for fourth place. With 
four wins, he catches Michael Andretti. 

Given that Dixon has averaged 3.6 
wins a year since 2007, it's conceivable 
that he'll reach Mario Andretti's sec- 
ond-place level — 52 wins — well ahead 
of his 40th birthday. 

We'll go ahead and say it: Wow! 

"I think (this) year is my 15th 
year with Ganassi and Target," Dixon 
said. "It's kind of astounding to see 
what we've achieved together,- all but 
one (of my) races have been won with 
this team." 

Dixon's first win, then in Champ 
Car, was with PacWest back in 2001. 

Dixon has literally grown up before 


our very eyes. He still wasn't of legal 
drinking age when he debuted with 
Bruce McCaw's team, but it seems 
consistency has defined his career. 

The Kiwi has wins in 1 1 consecutive 
seasons — a mark that ties him with 
Bobby Unser, Emerson Fittipaldi and 
Helio Castroneves — and he has finished 
in the top three in the standings a 
mind-boggling nine straight years. 
Dixon's first series championship came 
way back in 2003, the second five years 
later, the third five years after that. 

The fourth was the most surprising. 

Last season seemed to be controlled 
at every turn by Juan Pablo Montoya, 
who after winning the opening race in 
St. Petersburg, Florida, held the top spot 
until Dixon crossed the finish line at 
the finale at Sonoma Raceway. Dixon's 
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win, coupled with Montoya's sixth- 
place finish in that race, left them 
tied in series points. Dixon won the 
title based on having more wins 
during the season, three to two. 

"It was definitely unexpected," 

Dixon said. "When you go into a race 
weekend somewhat out of (the champi- 
onship), you know a lot of things have 
to go right. I knew we had the opportu- 
nity to win the race, but ultimately to 
have everything go the way that it did 
and how dramatic it was, with tied 
points and winning (the title) with 
most wins, it was crazy. 

"For me, it was probably the sweetest 
just because it was so unexpected. To 
see the excitement on the team and 
Sonoma being such a popular race for 
Target — they had almost 500 guests 


"I knew we had 
the opportunity 
to win the race, 
but ultimately to 
have everything 
go the way that it 
did and how dra- 
matic it was, with 
tied points and 
winning (the title) 
with most wins, 
it was crazy." 

—Scott Dixon 


there — that was a nice way to top off 
the end of the year." 

Dixon is capable of an encore, too, 
because over time he has proven to 
be as versatile as IndyCar. Once just 
known as a road racer, he added a 
second career Indianapolis 500 pole 
in 2015. While it doesn't seem like 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway is Dixon's 
best track, he has a win (2008), two 
seconds and six top -five finishes in 
13 starts in the 500. Would you believe 
he has wins at 1 1 other oval tracks? 

Would you also believe IndyCar's 
all-time wins list is headed by Foyt, the 
Andrettis, an Unser and now Dixon? 
That order figures to change soon. Q 

Curt Cavin is an Indianapolis Star 
staff writer. 


DON’T FORGET 
TEAM PENSKE 

DISAPPOINTING FINISH IN 
2015 FUELS TEAM ON 
COMEBACK TRAIL 

■ REMEMBER WHEN IT WAS FEARED 
Team Penske might win every IndyCar 
Series race in 201 5? 

That seems so long ago now, especially 
after only two of Roger Penske’s four drivers 
won races last year, and the combination 
produced only three wins. 

IndyCar’s largest and best-funded organi- 
zation didn’t even win the championship as 
Scott Dixon swiped the trophy from under 
Juan Pablo Montoya’s nose. 

Yes, Montoya won the Indianapolis 500, 
extending Penske’s record number of such 
wins to 1 6, so that assured a successful 
season, but the team’s investment was too 
great not to win the championship, too. By 
that definition, 201 5 was a disappointment. 

Montoya returns for a third season. He 
figures to win at least two races, and he 
should again be one of the frontrunners at 
Indy. Then there’s 201 4 series champion 
Will Power (one win last year), perennial 
contender Helio Castroneves and Simon 
Pagenaud. The combination has 72 career 
race wins, 54 with Team Penske. 

Power won a series-high six poles last 
year to push his career total to 26. In addition 
to winning the Indianapolis road race, he 
finished second to Montoya in the 500. 

Castroneves remains strong. A record- 
tying fourth 500 victory is not out of the 
question. Pagenaud should be better in Year 
Two with Team Penske, so don’t feel sorry 
for this group. It won’t win every race, but it 
figures to win more than three. -CC 
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\\ 2015 RECAP 

■ NOT EVEN SCOTT DIXON, THE 
series champion, can reflect on last 
season without starting with Justin 
Wilson, the veteran driver who was 
lost Aug. 24, a day after debris from 
another car struck his helmet at 
Pocono Raceway. 

Wilson wasn’t even involved in 
Sage Karam’s crash; his car was 
1 2th through the accident scene, 
but Karam’s dislodged nose cone 
simply bounced wrong. 

IndyCar nearly had two fatalities 
during the season. Only quick work 
by rescuers kept James Hinchcliffe 
from bleeding to death from a sus- 
pension piece piercing his upper left 
thigh in a May 1 8 crash at Indy. 

Juan Pablo Montoya led the series 
from the end of the first race, a win 
in St. Petersburg, Florida, until Dixon 
tied him in points by winning the 
season-ending race at Sonoma 
Raceway. The tiebreaker was 
most wins, which gave Dixon the 
fourth title of his career. 

Dixon won three races; Montoya 
had two wins. 


TEAMS/DRIVERS 

CHEVROLET TEAMS 

■ CFH Racing: Josef Newgarden, 

Ed Carpenter on the ovals 

■ Ganassi Racing: Scott Dixon, 

Tony Kanaan, Charlie Kimball 

■ KVSH: Likely Sebastien Bourdais, 
Matthew Brabham in two races 

■ Team Penske: Helio Castroneves, 
Juan Pablo Montoya, Simon 
Pagenaud, Will Power 

HONDA TEAMS 

■ AJ. Foyt Racing: Jack Hawksworth, 
Takuma Sato 

■ Andretti Autosport: Marco Andretti, 
Ryan Hunter-Reay, Carlos Munoz 

■ Bryan Herta Autosport: 

Gabby Chaves 

■ Dale Coyne Racing: Conor Daly, 
second driver TBD, Bryan Clauson 
and Pippa Mann at Indy 

■ Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing: 

Graham Rahal, Spencer Pigot 
at three races 

■ Schmidt Peterson Motorsports: 

Mikhail Aleshin, James Hinchcliffe 


j 


NEWCOMER TO WATCH 

■ Conor Daly has six 

IndyCar starts over two 
seasons, so he won’t be 
a true rookie like Spencer 
Pigot and Matthew Brab- 
ham. But this is Daly’s first 
chance to start and end 
an IndyCar season with 
the same team. Dale 
Coyne has entrusted the 
team’s lead car with Derek 
Daly’s son, and Daly figures 
to deliver. He could finish in 
the top 1 0. 




OUR PICK 


■ Scott Dixon. Yes, 
he becomes a five-time 
champion, defending 
his 2015 Verizon IndyCar 
Series title to go back to 
back. Why? He will have 
a better year than he had 
in 201 5-when he won 
three times-and he still 
has a Chevrolet, the power- 
plant of choice. 



ON THE RISE 


■ Josef Newgarden 

figures to take another step 
forward in his pursuit of 
a championship. He won 
a pair of races for CFH 
Racing in 2015 (at Barber 
Motorsports Park in a terrif- 
ic duel with Graham Rahal 
and in Toronto), and this 
year he will basically be 
auditioning for either Chip 
Ganassi or Roger Penske. 
It’s expected he will drive 
for one of them in 201 7. 
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COMING UP 


700 VEHICLES 

KANSAS CITY 

Kansas City, MO 
Mar 11-12 


1,000 VEHICLES 2,000 VEHICLES 

HOUSTON INDY 

Houston, TX Indianapolis, IN 
Apr 14-1G May 17-21 


BOO VEHICLES 

PORTLAND 

Portland, OR 
June 17-18 



To tie offered in Kansas City • 1968 SHELBY GT50QKR FASTBACK - 428 COBRA JET, 4-SPEED 


CONSIGN OR REGISTER TO BID TODAY 


IN License LIAC308DQ088 


THEEXPERIENCEBEGINSATMEGUM.COM 

for Complete Auction Consignment or Bidding Information go to Meouin.com or call 2E2-275-5050 
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NEW LOOK 
TO INDYCAR 
SCHEDULE 

BOSTON, PHOENIX, ROAD 
AMERICA SPICE 2016 SLATE 

■ LEAVE IT TO THE INDYCAR SERIES TO 
again change direction. 

Instead of returning to the Milwaukee Mile, 
Auto Club Speedway and NOLA Motorsports 
Park (after only one year), as the schedule saw 
in 201 5, this year’s 1 6-race journey will go to 
three new locations. 

Actually, only one of them is new: the street 
circuit in Boston’s Seaport District (Sept. 2-4). 
Phoenix International Raceway (April 1 -2) and 
Road America (June 24-26) return for the first 
time since 2005 and 2007, respectively. 


This might not be a big deal if IndyCar didn’t 
rearrange its schedule seemingly at every opportu- 
nity. Not including the venues used by Champ 
Car, IndyCar has raced at 36 places since 1 996- 
and that doesn’t count two different kinds of races 
at Indianapolis and Motegi, Japan, plus double- 
header weekends in three cities (Detroit, Toronto 
and Houston). 

At least returns to Phoenix and Road America 
have generated excitement within the fan base, 
and if the new business model IndyCar is touting 
(but not revealing) for the Phoenix event is suc- 
cessful, other International Speedway Corp. 
tracks could be in line for again hosting races. 

That bodes well for tracks such as Chicagoland 
Speedway, Kansas Speedway and maybe 
Watkins Glen International. 

Gateway Motorsports Park (outside St. Louis) 
isn’t an ISC-owned track, but it’s another place 
IndyCar is eyeing for a return in 201 7. Another 
possible ’1 7 stop: Calgary, where IndyCar team 
owner Ric Peterson is from. — CC 


H For more IndyCar information, including preseason news and Verizon IndyCar Series race coverage 
during the season, go to autoweek.com/racing/indycar and follow us on Twitter @AutoweekUSA 


BOLD PREDICTIONS 
FOR 2016 

■ Honda not only wins more 
than five races, it wins 
the Indianapolis 500. 

■ Marco Andretti puts an end 
to his family’s drought at 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 

■ Simon Pagenaud wins a 
series-leading four races. 


2015 VERIZON 
INDYCAR SERIES 
FINAL STANDINGS 


1 . 

Scott Dixon 

556 

2 . 

Juan Pablo Montoya 

556 

3 . 

Will Power 

493 

4 . 

Graham Rahal 

490 

5 . 

Helio Castroneves 

453 

6 . 

Ryan Hunter-Reay 

436 

7 . 

Josef Newgarden 

431 

8 . 

Tony Kanaan 

431 

9 . 

Marco Andretti 

429 

10 . 

Sebastien Bourdais 

406 


2016 VERIZON 
INDYCAR SERIES 
SCHEDULE 


SUNDAY, MARCH 13 

St. Petersburg 

ABC 

SATURDAY, APRIL 2 

Phoenix 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, APRIL 1 7 

Long Beach 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, APRIL 24 

NBCSN 

Barber Motorsports Park 

SUNDAY, MAY 14 

Indianapolis 

ABC 

SUNDAY, MAY 29 
Indianapolis 500 

ABC 

SATURDAY, JUNE 4 

Belle Isle Park 

ABC 

SUNDAY, JUNE 5 

Belle Isle Park 

ABC 

SATURDAY, JUNE 11 

Texas 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, JUNE 26 

Road America 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, JULY 10 

Iowa 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, JULY 1 7 

Toronto 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, JULY 31 

Mid-Ohio 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, AUG. 21 

Pocono 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, SEPT. 4 

Boston 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, SEPT. 18 

Sonoma 

NBCSN 
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This Necklace is 
NOT for Sale... 

It’s yours for FREE ’ 

No kidding. Only Stauer can give you 
200 carats of genuine amethyst for NOTHING. 

Y ou may think you understood the concept of "priceless" jewelry. For years, 
"priceless" meant "astronomically expensive." Owning "priceless" treasures 
was a rare privilege reserved for celebrities, billionaires, and royalty. The best most 
of us could do was dream. Until now... 



• \\% 


"This necklace is 
beautiful. I could 
not believe my 

eyes... GREAT'.'' 

— Bonnie 
Longs, S. C. 




Necklace enlarged to 
show luxurious detail. 


Stauer smashes the luxury status quo with the release of our FREE* 
200-Carat Lusso Amethyst Necklace. That's right, we said FREE... as in 
"priceless." No charge* ZERO dollars.* Call now and we'll send you this 
impressive helping of genuine amethyst (independently appraised at 
$295) for FREE. We cut the price 100% and you pay only $24.95, 
our regular charge for shipping, processing and insurance... we'll 
even pay you hack with a $25 Discount Certificate — that's 
Better Than Free shipping! There are no tricks or gimmicks. You 
aren't obligated to spend another dime or dollar with us... al- 
though we make it VERY hard to resist. 

Why give away jewelry? We want your attention. Once 
you get a closer look at our rare gemstone treasures and vin- 
tage-inspired watches, and once you discover the guilt-free 
fun of getting luxury for less, we're betting that you'll fall in 
love with Stauer. If not? Keep your FREE Lusso Amethyst 
Necklace anyway. No hard feelings. 


A collection of purple perfection. Your Lusso Amethyst 

Necklace is a 200-carat symphony of smooth purple genuine 
gemstones. Each gemstone's shape and translucence ignites the 
velvety, violet hues. The polished amethysts are hand-strung on 
double-knotted jeweler's thread, and the stunning 18" necklace 
(with 2" extender) secures with a gold-finished lobster clasp. Once 
you wear it, you'll see that it hangs with the same weight and el- 
egance as similar strands that sell for hundreds more. 


Too good to pass up. Too good to last long. Amethyst is 
one of the world's most coveted gemstones and our supply is ex- 
tremely limited. We can only offer such an outrageous deal for a short 
time every few years. Over 30,000 thrilled customers were lucky enough 
to get this promotion last time. We only have about 2500 left in stock. 
Call to reserve your FREE Lusso Amethyst Necklace today and treat yourself (or 
someone you love) to a brilliant new definition of priceless luxury! 


Lusso Amethyst Necklace (200 ctw) $ i, 2r4 J 9 
Your Cost With Offer Code — FREE* 
*pay only shipping & processing of $24.95. 


200 carats of pure luxury 
independently appraised at $295 f ... yours FREE!* 


You must use the offer code below to receive this 
special free necklace. 

1 - 800 - 333-2045 

Offer Code LAN270-02 

Mention this code for the free necklace. 060 I 

Rating of A+ 


ACCREDITED 

BUSINESS 



| ^ Southcross Drive W., Dept. LAN270-02, 

4 ^ lAWv l Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com 


200 ctw of genuine amethyst • Gold-finished spacers • 18"+ 2 M length necklace 

* This offer is valid in the United States (and Puerto Rico) except in TX, FL, CO, OK, 

RI, NH, WV, OR, SC, VA and ID. These state residents will be charged one cent ($.01) 

+ shipping & processing for the item. Void where prohibited or restricted by law. Offer 
subject to state and local regulations. Not valid with any other offers and only while 
supplies last. This offer is limited to one item per shipping address. 

** Free is only for customers using the offer code versus the price on Stauer.com without your 
offer code, f For more information concerning the appraisal, visit 
http://imviv.stauer.com/appraisedvalues.asp. 


Smart Luxuries — Surprising Prices 







GREAT EXPECTATIONS 


HAAS FI TEAM relation) moniker. 

SEEKING POINTS IN In recent years, our ex- 
ROOKIE FORMULA pectations for what rookie 

ONE CAMPAIGN teams can achieve have been 

colored by the troubled expe- 
BY ADAM COOPER riences of Manor, Caterham 

and HRT, all of which start - 
FOR FORMULA ed in 2010 (initially under 

One fans in Amer- different names in the case 
ica, the debut of of the first two). The ill-fated 

the Haas FI Team will be US FI project, which col- 

one of the most intriguing lapsed before it got anywhere 

aspects of the 2016 season, near a race circuit, was also 

and it's a neat coincidence supposed to start that year, 

that it comes 30 years after As for the aforementioned 

the demise of the last U.S.- trio, each had big ambitions 

owned team — Carl Haas' but struggled to really battle 

Beatrice FI team — which anyone except one another, 

also carried the Haas (no and all three hit a financial 


wall. By some miracle, that extends far beyond the 

Manor survived bankruptcy power unit and gearbox deal 

and has continued under that Sauber has enjoyed for 

new ownership, but its so many years. Under recent - 

longer-term viability has ly relaxed FIA rules, teams 

to be questioned. can share mechanical com- 

Haas is a very different ponents such as suspension 

proposition. Owner Gene and brake systems. What 

Haas showed in NASCAR teams have to create in their 

that he is a shrewd operator, own right is, in essence, the 
and with team principal actual chassis and aerody- 

Gunther Steiner, he has namics, so Haas has been 

put together a package able to put its entire R&D 

that should see his team focus in that direction, 

in a position to challenge The waters have been 

for points from the outset. muddied by Haas using the 

The key is his strategy of Maranello wind tunnel and 
engaging Ferrari as technical several ex-Ferrari personnel, 
partner — an arrangement The FIA tightened up the 
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rules on that practice in 
November, so the level of 
crossover is not perhaps what 
both parties first envisioned. 
However, there's every reason 
to expect that Haas will have 
a strong package, one that — 
in theory — won't be too far 
behind the works cars. Two 
big issues: first, that the team 
will take time to jell as an 
operational unit; and second, 
that it will always be relying 
on the works team to pass 
along development steps. 

As for drivers, Haas showed 
he meant business by hiring 
Romain Grosjean, the man 
long regarded as the next po- 
tential superstar and arguably 
the best the team could have 
gotten, given the ongoing con- 
tracts of others. An upbeat 


character, the former Lotus 
driver will be a good motiva- 
tor. The team's other driver, 
Esteban Gutierrez, brings 
Mexican funding after a year 
as Ferrari test driver. His ca- 
reer stalled at Sauber, but earli- 
er on his way up he was highly 
regarded. He could surprise. 

Times change quickly in 
FI, but it's worth remember- 
ing that Jordan finished fifth 
in the world championship 
in its first year in 1991, and 
Sauber achieved sixth place 
two years after that. 

If Ferrari finds the sweet 
spot with the latest engine 
upgrades, and Haas hits the 
ground running with its over- 
all package, such a result is 
not so far beyond the realm 
of possibility. Q 
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CAN ANYONE 
CATCH MERCEDES? 

FI TEAM’S SUPERIOR 
PACKAGE SHOULD LEAD 
THE FIELD ONCE AGAIN 

■ THERE’S NO QUESTION THAT 201 6 IS A BIG 
year for Formula One. Last year’s domination by Mer- 
cedes, and more specifically by Lewis Hamilton, led to 
much frustration among fans. In an age of social media 
and short attention spans, people inevitably want more. 

Of course, there have been many one-sided champi- 
onships in the past-Mercedes was unbeatable in 1 954- 
55 in what is now regarded as a glorious era-but in re- 
cent years, we’ve been spoiled by close battles and title 
fights regularly going down to the wire. 

Mercedes is not to blame for creating a superior pack- 
age, and it’s a question of the others doing a better job. 
The big difference between now and past eras is the key 
role of the power unit and the perception among the pub- 
lic that it will be hard for the status quo to change, given 
the FIA’s restrictions on development. In fact, those rules 
are not as tight as they were originally scheduled to be, 
so there is some room for other teams to catch up. 

Ferrari built up some momentum in 201 5; Renault has 
renewed its commitment and is investing; and Honda can 
only make progress. And how much room for progress 
does Mercedes itself still have? 

Haas aside, there are no dramatic novelties in the 
entry list to stir up a little interest. Indeed, eight of the 
teams are heading into the season with unchanged line- 
ups. The good news is that power units will be louder, 
after adjustments to wastegate and exhaust arrange- 
ments. There has been some tinkering with the tire regula- 
tions— Pirelli has added a fifth “ultra soft’’ to its range, and 
teams now have more flexibility over what compounds 
they elect to use on a given race weekend. 

Off-track discussions are continuing about the future 
direction of the sport. New aero rules for 201 7 have al- 
ready been adjusted from what was originally envisioned, 
but at least the key players accept that the sport has to 
move with the times and that cost cutting is imperative if 
teams are to survive. -AC 


; For more FI information throughout the season, 

! go to autoweek.com/racing/formula-one and 
follow us on Twitter @AutoweekUSA 
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2016 RACING PREVIEW \\ FORMULA ONE 


W 2015 RECAP 

■ MERCEDES CONTINUED ITS 
domination of the new hybrid V6 
turbo era in 201 5. But unlike the 
previous season, the battle between 
Lewis Hamilton and Nico Rosberg 
did not go to the final round. Indeed, 
Hamilton looked set to scoop the title 
from the early races of the season, 
which inevitably led to criticism of 
the sport’s failure to provide a good 
show. Rosberg found form in the 
last few races, and if he can continue 
that into 201 6, life will be harder for 
Hamilton. Ferrari’s renaissance with 
Sebastian Vettel on board was a posi- 
tive, and the German’s three wins 
at least provided some variety. 
McLaren’s struggle with the new 
Honda power unit was the other 
big story of the season. 
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NEWCOMER TO WATCH 


■ With Manor yet to declare its drivers at 
press time, the only rookie on the 201 6 
entry list was Renault’s Jolyon Palmer. 
The 25-year-old Brit’s career has been 
masterminded by father Jonathan, who 
started 84 Grands Prix between 1 983 
and 1 989, and has since been active as 
a race series promoter, as the owner of 
Brands Hatch and as the first manager 
of Justin Wilson. Jolyon has clearly benefit- 
ed hugely from his dad’s support, but he’s 
also gotten the job done on the track, win- 
ning the 201 4 GP2 title and impressing 
the former Lotus team in testing. However, 
Renault, as a full works outfit, will be impa- 
tient for results. 




OUR PICK 


■ You’d have to be brave to bet against 
Lewis Hamilton and Mercedes winning 
the world championship for the third 
straight time. If there’s a stronger chal- 
lenge from rivals, it will be even harder 
for the team management to balance 
the interests of the two drivers. But 
Hamilton always seems to find that little 
bit extra, and something will have to go 
terribly wrong for him if Nico Rosberg is 
to win the championship. 



■ Max Verstappen made a huge 
impact when he arrived on the FI 
scene at age 1 7 last season and 
finished 1 2th in the drivers’ championship. 
There’s every reason to expect that 
the Dutchman will continue his mercurial 
progress. The fascinating aspect is 
that Toro Rosso will have Ferrari engines 
this year-although at 201 5 specifica- 
tions-and many observers believe that 
STR will be in a stronger position than 
Red Bull, with its TAG Heuer rebranded 
Renault units. Even last season, when 
the sister outfits had identical engines, 
the Italian team sometimes outpaced its 
senior partner. 
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BOLD PREDICTIONS FOR 2016 

■ McLaren-Honda will make progress, 
and other FI teams will think about 
using Honda engines in the future. 

■ Speculation on who will replace Kimi 
Raikkonen in 201 7 will start early. 

■ The new race in Azerbaijan will be an 
unexpected highlight of the season. 


2015 FI FINAL STANDINGS 


1. Lewis Hamilton, Mercedes 

2. Nico Rosberg, Mercerdes 

3. Sebastian Vettel, Ferrari 

4. Kimi Raikkonen, Ferrari 

5. Valtteri Bottas, Williams 

381 

322 

278 

150 

136 

2016 FI SCHEDULE 


SUNDAY, MARCH 20 

Melbourne 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, APRIL 3 

Bahrain 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, APRIL 17 

China 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, MAY 1 

Russia 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, MAY 15 

Spain 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, MAY 29 

Monaco 

NBC 

SUNDAY, JUNE 12 

Canada 

NBC 

SUNDAY, JUNE 19 

Azerbaijan 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, JULY 3 

Austria 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, JULY 10 

United Kingdom 

CNBC 

SUNDAY, JULY 24 

Hungary 

CNBC 

SUNDAY, JULY 31 

Germany 

CNBC 

SUNDAY, AUG. 28 

Belgium 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, SEPT. 4 

Italy 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, SEPT. 18 

Singapore 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, OCT. 2 

Malaysia 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, OCT. 9 

Japan 

NBSCN 

SUNDAY, OCT. 23 

Texas 

NBC 

SUNDAY, OCT. 30 

Mexico 

NBC 

SUNDAY, NOV. 13 

Brazil 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, NOV. 27 

Abu Dhabi 

NBCSN 


K-band false alarms driving you nuts? 



The problem: K-band false alarms 
seem to be following you. 

What changed? A new safety 
feature — the lane-change, or 
blind-spot warning — often uses 
K-band radarto "see" nearby cars. 

A blind-spot system may tag along in traffic. You're 
stuck, not knowing which car to maneuver away from 

VI has the solution 

Introducing Junk-K Fighter : It recognizes these junky 
falses and excludes them. And it's built into all new Vis 


NEW: Computerized Junk-K Fighter analyzes 
and rejects most blind-spot warning systems. 


Mike Valentine 

Radar Fanatic 


Can we build one for you? Try it for 30 da 

If it doesn't satisfy, return it for a full refund. 

Call toll-free 1-800-331-3030 

□ Valentine One Radar Locator with Laser Detection - $399 

□ Carrying Case - $29 Q Concealed Display - $39 

O VI connection™ - $49 □ VI connection™ LE - $49 

□ SAVVY® - $69 Plus Shipping / Ohio residents add sales tax 
30-Day Money-Back Guarantee 

Valentine One is a registered trademark of Valentine Research, Inc. 


www.valentinel 


com 


entine 


SI 


r Valentine Research, Inc. 

Department No. G076 
10280 Alliance Road 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45242 
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events, special offers and promotions* 
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2016 RACING PREVIEW nascar sprint cup 


HE'LL DO IT HIS WAY 

AFTER A ROUGH START, TONY STEWART STILL HOPES TO 
'CONTROL THE CIRCUS 7 OF HIS FINAL CUP SEASON 


BY AL PEARCE 

THE AVOWED GOAL 
for three-time NASCAR 
champion Tony Stewart 
was — in his own words — 
"to have fun" during this, 
his 18th and final Sprint Cup season. 

"I want to enjoy driving the car again," 
he said five weeks before the annual 
Daytona 500 opener. "We've earned the 
right to do it our way. We can't stop peo- 


ple from doing what they want to do (to 
commemorate his career), but we can 
control what we do. We just want to 
control the circus and have fun." 

Sadly, it's going to be awhile before 
NASCAR's most complex driver has fun 
again. On fan. 31, Stewart was injured 
in a dune buggy accident during a recre- 
ational ride in the desert outside Palm 
Springs. He sustained a burst fracture of 
the Lumbar- 1 vertebra when his buggy 
landed awkwardly after cresting a dune. 


He was hospitalized for three days before 
returning to Charlotte for back surgery 
Feb. 3. There's no timetable for his re- 
turn, but he'll definitely miss the Day- 
tona 500 and several more early-season 
races. A Stewart-Haas Racing spokesman 
says the owner- driver plans to eventually 
race his No. 14 Chevrolet this year. 

Despite the setback, don't expect 
"Smoke" to ease gently into retirement. 
Likely, he'll be even more determined to 
race his ass off and enjoy himself one last 
time. He neither expects nor wants the 
same hype marking Jeff Gordon's 2015 
farewell ceremonies. "The stuff they did 
for Jeff was great," Stewart said in the off- 
season. "I was proud to see what tracks 
and fans did. But A.) I don't think I'm de- 



"I still love the sport and what 
I'm doing, but I'm ready to regain 
my time back. I want to take 
things off my plate, and driving 
is where I can do that" 


—Tony Stewart 
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serving of that same treatment; and 
B.) that's just not me. I don't want 
people to go to all that effort again." 

The 44-year-old racer says no single 
event spurred his decision to quit Cup 
after this season. Not the 2013 sprint- 
car accident in Iowa that almost took 
his right leg and cost him 15 Cup 
starts. Not the 2014 sprint-car acci- 
dent in upstate New York that killed 
Kevin Ward Jr. Certainly not the 77- 
race slump he's on now dating to 
Pocono in mid-2013. After being in 
the top 10 in points 13 times his first 
14 seasons, Stewart has lost whatever 
mo jo that once made him a threat to 
win every weekend. 

"It's the right time because I want 


to do other things," he insisted in 
January. "I still love the sport and 
what I'm doing, but I'm ready to re- 
gain my time back. I want to take 
things off my plate, and driving is 
where I can do that. Next year ('17) 
won't be such a big change since I'll 
still be doing everything except dri- 
ving. It'll be about 80 percent business 
as usual. I'll still be around the shop 
and at tracks, but I'll also be able to do 
other things. I want to run sprint-car 
races again. I want to watch an Indy 
500, then fly to Charlotte for the 600. 

I want to attend the Formula One race 
in Monaco. There are other things I 
want to check off my bucket list." 

But no rocking chairs or ponies. Q 


DOWN WITH THE DOWNFORCE 



CHANGES IN 2016 
ARE DESIGNED TO 
GIVE CARS LESS 
GRIP, SHOWCASE 
DRIVERS’ SKILLS 

■ THE BIGGEST 
change in Sprint Cup 
this year is the lower- 
downforce rules package. 
Crew chiefs say the new 
rules mean less down- 
force, which drivers say 
means less control, less 
throttle time, less grip and 
slower cornering speeds. 

That will supposedly 
lead to a better show 
among real racers and 
not just drivers. The pack- 
age will be used every- 
where except Daytona 
International Speedway 
and Talladega Super- 
speedway-the restrictor- 
plate races. 

There were times last 
year when NASCAR 
considered extending its 
201 5 aerodynamic specs 
through 2016. But drivers 
repeatedly asked for some- 
thing better, something 
that would make them 
more important by making 
their cars harder to handle 


and thus better showcase 
their skills. Officials lis- 
tened to industry experts 
and the 1 0-driver advisory 
council before settling on 
the new rules package. 

“This is what race-car 
driving is all about,” Toyota 
driver Denny Hamlin said. 
“It’s back in the hands of 
the crew chiefs and drivers 
to get their cars handling 
like they’re supposed to. It 
shouldn’t be an arms race 
of who builds the fastest 
cars in the shop.” 

Hamlin’s teammate, 

Carl Edwards, agreed: 
“Solid. Keep doing it. 

Ship it,” he said. 

The new package fea- 
tures a 3.5-inch spoiler 
(down from 6 inches), a 
quarter-inch front splitter 
edge (down from 2 inch- 


es), a 33-inch-wide radia- 
tor pan (down from 38 
inches) and adjusted rear 
gear ratios that limit en- 
gines to 9,000 rpm. The 
summer races at Kentucky 
Speedway and Darlington 
Raceway got rave reviews 
when run using some ele- 
ments of the new package. 

Reps from Chevrolet, 
Ford and Toyota met with 
NASCAR last fall to offer 
their input. The driver 
council also met with offi- 
cials and, according to 
Chevy driver Jamie McMur- 
ray, helped steer the pro- 
cess in a better direction. 
“For sure, this package will 
stay the same all season," 
McMurray said. “But they 
could take away still more 
downforce, and it would 
be even better." -AP 



TIRE RACK 
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©FIND 

Our unmatched selection 
combined with helpful tools 
and reviews means you'll find 
exactly what you need. 


DELIVER 


We can deliver directly to 
you or to the installer of your 
choice, usually by the next day. 
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We have over 8,000 
independent Recommended 
Installers ready to help. 


888 - 378-8473 
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2016 RACING PREVIEW wnascar sprint cup 



SEE 


\\ 2015 RECAP 

■ TOYOTA DRIVER KYLE BUSCH WON THE MOST 
controversial of NASCAR’s 65 Sprint Cup champion- 
ships last year. 

After suffering major foot and leg injuries in an Xfinity 
Series crash before the Daytona 500, the Joe Gibbs 
Racing star ran only 25 of the year’s 36 races, far fewer 
than any champion had ever run. He won four of his 1 5 
regular-season starts to easily advance into the 1 6-driver 
Chase for the Championship playoffs. 

Once there, he ran off six top-1 0 finishes to earn one 
of four spots in the season-ending Championship Round 
in mid-November at Homestead-Miami Speedway. There, 
he beat fellow championship contenders Kevin Harvick, 
Jeff Gordon and Martin Truex Jr. in the Ford EcoBoost 
400. It was Busch’s first Cup (his older brother, Kurt, 
won it in 2004) and the fourth for JGR since 2000. 


TEAMS/DRIVERS 

CHEVROLET TEAMS 

■ Chip Ganassi/Felix Sabates Racing: 

Kyle Larson, Jamie McMurray 

■ Germain Racing: Casey Mears 

■ HScott Racing: Michael Annett, 

Clint Bowyer 

■ Hendrick Motorsports: Dale 
Earnhardt Jr., Chase Elliott, Jimmie 
Johnson, Kasey Kahne 

■ JTG/Daugherty Racing: 

A.J. Allmendinger 

■ Leavine Family Racing: 

Michael McDowell 

■ Richard Childress Racing: Austin 
Dillon, Paul Menard, Ryan Newman 

■ Stewart-Haas Racing: Kurt Busch, 
Kevin Harvick, Danica Patrick, 

Tony Stewart 

■ Tommy Baldwin Racing: 

Alex Bowman 


TOYOTA TEAMS 

■ BK Racing Toyota: David Ragan 

■ Furniture Row Racing: Martin Truex Jr. 

■ Joe Gibbs Racing: Kyle Busch, Carl 
Edwards, Denny Hamlin, Matt Kenseth 


FORD TEAMS 

■ Front Row Motorsports: 

Chris Buescher, Landon Cassill 

■ Richard Petty Motorsports: 

Aric Almirola, Brian Scott 

■ Roush Fenway Racing: Trevor Bayne, 
Greg Biffle, Ricky Stenhouse Jr. 

■ Team Penske: Brad Keselowski, 

Joey Logano 

■ Wood Brothers Racing: Ryan Blaney 






! 


■ NASCAR has a strong 
class of Sprint Cup rookies 
and newcomers this year. 
Xfinity Series veterans 
Brian Scott (Richard Petty 
Motor-sports, pictured 
above) and Ryan Blaney 
(Wood Brothers Racing) 
join former Xfinity champi- 
ons Chase Elliott (Hendrick 
Motor-sports, pictured top) 
and Chris Buescher (Front 
Row Motorsports) for the 
full schedule. Most Cup- 
watchers expect Elliott to be 
Rookie of the Year, although 
Blaney will be a factor. 




ON THE RISE 


■ Ryan Blaney, 22, has 

just 1 8 Sprint Cup starts, 
but his overall NASCAR 
resume suggests a produc- 
tive future for the Ohio 
native and son of former 
NASCAR driver Dave 
Blaney. He has four victo- 
ries and 33 top-1 0s in 43 
Xfinity Series starts and four 
victories and 40 top-1 0s in 
58 Camping World Truck 
Series starts. He’ll run the 
full Sprint Cup schedule 
in the No. 21 Ford Fusion 
for Wood Brothers Racing 
through an alliance with 
Team Penske. In limited 
Sprint Cup action last 
season, Blaney had two 
top-1 0 finishes. 



OUR PICK 


■ We’ve nailed every 
Sprint Cup championship 
pick since 2005, correctly 
naming one-timers Brad 
Keselowski, Kevin Harvick 
(pictured) and Kyle Busch, 
two-time champion Tony 
Stewart and six-time Cup 
winner Jimmie Johnson. 
The fact that we haven’t 
always matched the right 
name with the correct year 
should be of no conse- 
quence. So please just 
ignore the little man behind 
the curtain ... 

This year we’ll be dead 
right, again: Harvick, after 
a lost 201 5, will hoist the 
Cup for Stewart-Haas 
Racing. 
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The car that launched the world's most renowned double-0 agent. 
The 1958 Aston Martin DB 2/4 Mark III. 


British Spy Not Included. 


T Todka martinis ... Perfectly tailored 
v suits... The Walther PPK pistol... 
the Aston Martin . 

The legendary British spy has had many 
vehicles over the span of five decades, but 
without a doubt the double-O agents car 
of choice was, and is the Aston Martin. 

What we're about to tell you is sort of 
classified. While the later DB5 is most 
often associated with secret agent, the man 
with a license to kill made his first appearance 
in Ian Flemings original novel Goldfmger 
behind the wheel of this sleek and sexy 
car — the 1958 Aston Martin DB 2/4 
Mark III. 



View the Peppy Straight-6 Engine 

Die-cast metal body features doors, hood 
and trunk that open, steerable wheels 
that roll, and four wheel suspension. 

In classic paint color Moonbeam Grey. 


Insider Tip: When the story gets out that 
this is the Aston that started it all, we cant 
guarantee availability for long. So don’t 
miss your opportunity to own a piece of 
cultural history and call today. 

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. 

"Test drive" this beauty for 60 days. If for 
any reason its not bringing out your inner 
secret agent, simply return it to us for a 
refund of the sale price. Even though 
there's no ejector seat, revolving license 
plate or champagne cooler, were sure you 
can spy a killer deal when you see it. 


No gadgets were required to make it a force to be reckoned 
with, as the Mark Ill’s Bentley®-designed Lagonda® 2.9 liter 
straight-6 engine purred like a kitten, hitting 60 mph in 9.3 
seconds and topping out at 120 mph. 

With Feltham-era, hand-built quality and legendary road- 
ability, this model continues to be highly coveted. In fact, a 
1958 Aston Martin DB MK III fetched over $1 million dollars 
when it went under the hammer at Pebble Beach in 2014. 

“A car for connoisseurs... The Aston has many virtues and 
few faults.” — Road and Track Magazine 


1958 Aston Martin DB 2/4 Mark III Drophead Coupe 
(Moonbeam Grey) 1:18 Replica 

Insider Offer Code Price $99 + s&p Save $5° 

You must use the insider offer code to get our special price. 

1-800-333-2045 


Your Insider Offer Code: AMD112-01 

Please use this code when you order to receive your discount. 


f Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the price on 
Stauer.com without your offer code. 

14101 Southcross Drive W., 

Dept. AMD112-01 t. 

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 bIb UfliiijiS 
WWW.Stauer.com Rating of A+ 


Sutler 



High-quality 1:18 scale die-cast replica • intricate moving features • Detailed chassis with separate exhaust systems • Includes display stand 

Smart Luxuries — Surprising Prices ™ 
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\\ 201 6 CHASE FIELD 

■ HERE ARE AUTOWEEK’S CHOICES FOR THE 201 6 
NASCAR Sprint Cup Chase that begins Sept. 1 8 at Chicago- 
land Speedway. Reminder, race fans: The top 1 6 drivers make 
the Chase, with four competitors being eliminated every three 
races until just four are left with a shot at the title for the season 
finale at Homestead-Miami Speedway. The top finisher out of 
the “Fast Four" drivers at Homestead will be crowned the next 
Sprint Cup champion. 


2016 NASCAR SPRINT CUP SERIES SCHEDULE 


SUNDAY, FEB. 21 

Daytona 

FOX 

SUNDAY, JULY 17 

New Hampshire 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, FEB. 28 

Atlanta 

FOX 

SUNDAY, JULY 24 

Indianapolis 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, MARCH 6 

Las Vegas 

FOX 

SUNDAY, JULY 31 

Pocono 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, MARCH 13 

Phoenix 

FOX 

SUNDAY, AUG. 7 

Watkins Glen 

USA 

SUNDAY, MARCH 20 

Fontana 

FOX 

SATURDAY, AUG. 20 

Bristol 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, APRIL 3 

Martinsville 

FS1* 

SUNDAY, AUG. 28 

Michigan 

NBCSN 

SATURDAY, APRIL 9 

Texas 

FOX 

SUNDAY, SEPT. 4 

Darlington 

NBC 

SUNDAY, APRIL 17 

Bristol 

FOX 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 10 

Richmond 

NBCSN 


Greg Biffle 
Kurt Busch 
Kyle Busch 
Austin Dillon 
Dale Earnhardt Jr. 
Carl Edwards 


Chase Elliott 
Denny Hamlin 
Jimmie Johnson 
Kasey Kahne 
Brad Keselowski 
Matt Kenseth 


Kyle Larson 
Joey Logano 
Ryan Newman 
Martin Truex 


mm m m ^ ^ m 1 


BOLD PREDICTIONS 
FOR 201 6 

■ Chase Elliott will win at least 
one race and be named 
Rookie of the Year, one of 
the few honors his famous 
father didn’t earn. 

■ Despite another so-so 
season, Dale Earnhardt 
Jr. will win his 1 4th 
consecutive Most Popular 
Driver Award en route to 
eventually bettering Bill 
Elliott’s record of 1 6. 

■ At some point during the 
season, drivers and crew 
chiefs will complain bitterly 
about the rules package . . . 
the one they helped develop. 


2015 NASCAR 
SPRINT CUP SERIES 
FINAL STANDINGS 


1 . 

Kyle Busch 

5,043 

2 . 

Kevin Harvick 

5,042 

3 . 

Jeff Gordon 

5,038 

4 . 

Martin Truex Jr. 

5,032 

5 . 

Carl Edwards 

2,368 

6 . 

Joey Logano 

2,360 

7 . 

Brad Keselowski 

2,347 

8 . 

Kurt Busch 

2,333 

9 . 

Denny Hamlin 

2,327 

10 . 

Jimmie Johnson 

2,315 


SUNDAY, APRIL 24 

Richmond 

FOX 

SUNDAY, MAY 1 

Talladega 

FOX 

SATURDAY, MAY 7 

Kansas 

FS1 

SUNDAY, MAY 15 

Dover 

FS1 

SATURDAY, MAY 21 

Sprint All Star Race 

FS1 

SUNDAY, MAY 29 

Charlotte 

FOX 

SUNDAY, JUNE 5 

Pocono 

FS1 

SUNDAY, JUNE 12 

Michigan 

FS1 

SUNDAY, JUNE 26 

Sonoma 

FS1 

SATURDAY, JULY 2 

Daytona 

NBC 

SATURDAY, JULY 9 

Kentucky 

NBCSN 


SUNDAY, SEPT. 18 

Chicagoland 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, SEPT. 25 

New Hampshire 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, OCT. 2 

Dover 

NBCSN 

SATURDAY, OCT. 8 

Charlotte 

NBC 

SUNDAY, OCT. 16 

Kansas 

NBC 

SUNDAY, OCT. 23 

Talladega 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, OCT. 30 

Martinsville 

NBCSN 

SUNDAY, NOV. 6 

Texas 

NBC 

SUNDAY, NOV. 13 

Phoenix 

NBC 

SUNDAY, NOV. 20 

Homestead-Miami 

*FS1 = Fox Sports 1 

NBC 


H For more on the Sprint Cup Series, follow us on Twitter 

@AutoweekUSA and go to autoweek.com/racing/nascar 
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G.D* Grain Jr. knew the value of close and active 
connections. In February 1916, when he started his 
first publication, Hospital Management, his aim was to 
connect hospital administrators with the best 
practices of hospitals throughout the nation, 

“To this end," he stated in his opening editorial, “we 
will seek the advice and assistance of all those who 
are interested in promoting better methods. We shall 
strive to make Hospital Management a forum for the 
exchange of ideas on every topic of value" - and that 
defines the core of what Crain Communications has 
done for 100 years. 

Every month and every day, Crain connects with 
4 million people who read one or more of our 22 
magazines, newspapers, newsletters and web sites, 
or attend one of our hundreds of events and 
conferences. We bring people together In print, 
digitally and face to face, and they rely on us for 
trustworthy and actionable information. 

For 100 years, Crain has been 
important to important people. 

In 2016 Crain celebrates its centennial, and no matter 
how much our readers change the way they consume 
our information, we will continue to do that same job 
for the next 100 years... connect with the people who 
count, and who count on Crain. 



G.D, CRAIN JR, 


CRAIN 

-= 1916 =■ 

CRAIN.COM 




WHOLE NEW BALLGAME 

XFINITY ADOPTS NASCAR SPRINT CUP'S CHASE FORMAT 


BY MATT WEAVER 

IT'S A NEW 
game for the 
NASCAR Xfinity 
Series in 2016 as the series 
will put into play a Chase 
elimination format simi- 
lar to the Sprint Cup 
Series to determine its 
season champion. 

That means fans and 
participants should expect 
the same drama, excite- 
ment and intensity on 
Saturdays as they get on 
Sundays. It also makes 
the championship a bit 
of a crapshoot, as any dri- 
ver could potentially take 
the crown — so long as 
they catch fire during 
the final seven events. 

The format has been 
well received in the garage 
as it creates additional 
parity and a platform to 
sell sponsorships for the 
second half of the season. 
Like the Cup Series, any 
full-time driver who wins 
a regular season event will 
gain entry into the playoff 


field — Xfinity's is 12 deep 
instead of 16. The same 
goes for any driver who 
wins two of the four 
Dash 4 Cash events. 

The rest of the field 
will comprise the drivers 
with the highest number 
of points. 

In short, the rules 
of engagement have 
changed across the entire 
NASCAR landscape, and 
Ty Dillon has been among 
the most vocal praising 
the new "all or nothing" 
approach to racing. 

"I think it takes away 
from the conservative side 
of the sport, and it's been 
good in the Sprint Cup 
Series," Dillon said. "It 
just provides more oppor- 
tunities for a young driver 
in the Xfinity Series to 
win a championship 
and win races." 

But more than any- 
thing else, NASCAR 
hopes the format will add 
interest to the tour late in 
the season when football 
starts to take its hold on 


America. More often 
than not, the champi- 
onship is all but decided 
by October; the sanction- 
ing body hopes this will 
inject some much-needed 
storylines into the tour 
on a weekly basis. 

Driver Brendan 
Gaughan expects history 
to repeat itself, praising 
the Chase for keeping 
Cup mainstream. 

"I was ecstatic about 
the Chase when it was 
first announced in 2004, 
the original, and I think 
NASCAR has hit a home 
run with this elimination 
style," Gaughan said. "It's 
exciting and it brings peo- 
ple back to racing when 
they might want to watch 
football instead. 

"It's going to make us 
race harder for the Dash 
4 Cash and not be so 
conservative." 

And if that happens, 
NASCAR might have 
called its shot and hit a 
home run in the Xfinity 
Series, as well. Q 


H For more NASCAR Xfinity series information throughout the season, go to 

autoweek.com/racing/nascar-xfinity and follow us on Twitter @AutoweekUSA 


TEAMS/DRIVERS 

XFINITY SERIES LINEUP 


■ Derrike Cope Racing: 

Derrike Cope 

■ JD Motorsports: Ross Chastain 

■ Jeremy Clements Racing: 

Jeremy Clements 

■ Jimmy Means Racing: Joey Gase 

■ JR Motorsports: Elliott Sadler, 
Justin Allgaier 

■ Kaulig Racing: Blake Koch 

■ Richard Childress Racing: 

Ty Dillon, Brandon Jones, 

Brendan Gaughan 

■ SS-Green Light Racing: 

Ray Black Jr. 

■ Roush Fenway Racing: 

Bubba Wallace, Ryan Reed 

■ Team Penske: TBD 

■ Joe Gibbs Racing: TBD, 

Daniel Suarez, Erik Jones 

■ TriStar Motorsports: David Starr 

■ MBM Motorsports: 

Mark Thompson 

■ Athenian Motorsports: 

John Wes Townley 



■ Erik Jones virtually wins 
this category by default, leading 
a weak rookie class that also 
includes Brandon Jones and 
Ray Black Jr. 

The defending Truck Series 
champion is destined for a 
Sprint Cup ride at Joe Gibbs 
Racing, and a full season or 
two in the Xfinity Series is 
merely another checklist item 
before he graduates. 

Paired with veteran racer- 
turned-crew chief Chris Gabehart, 
Jones should be the favorite to 
win the championship, assuming 
he doesn’t stumble over the new 
elimination playoff format. 
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\\ 2015 RECAP 

■ CHRIS BUESCHER REMAINED A PILLAR OF CONSISTENCY LAST SEASON AND 
controlled the championship battle from nearly start to finish. 

His victory at Iowa in May recaptured his lost championship lead, and he never looked back. 
He won again at Dover and posted 20 top-1 Os in 33 starts to cruise to his first NASCAR cham- 
pionship and punch his ticket for a Sprint Cup Series ride with Front Row Motorsports in 201 6. 

In many ways, Buescher can be credited for the Chase for the Championship coming to the 
Xfinity Series as his big first half took much of the drama out of the season’s stretch run. He led 
the championship by 1 8 points going into the finale and won the title by 1 5 over Chase Elliott. 


BOLD PREDICTIONS 
FOR 2016 

■ Sprint Cup drivers will win 
every race in the Chase. 

■ Alex Bowman will win at 
least one of his expected nine 
starts for JR Motorsports. 

■ Only six races will be won by 
non-Cup drivers. 


2015 NASCAR 
XFINITY SERIES 
FINAL STANDINGS 


1 . 

Chris Buescher 

1,190 

2 . 

Chase Elliott 

1,175 

3 . 

Ty Dillon 

1,172 

4 . 

Regan Smith 

1,168 

5 . 

Daniel Suarez 

1,078 

6 . 

Elliott Sadler 

1,075 

7 . 

Bubba Wallace 

1,071 

8 . 

Brian Scott 

1,032 

9 . 

Brendan Gaughan 

1,012 

10 . 

Ryan Reed 

902 




ON THE RISE 


2016 NASCAR XFINITY 
SERIES SCHEDULE 

SATURDAY, FEB. 20 FS1 

Daytona 

SATURDAY, FEB. 27 FS1 

Atlanta 

SATURDAY, MARCH 5 FS1 

Las Vegas 

SATURDAY, MARCH 1 2 FOX 

Phoenix 

SATURDAY, MARCH 19 FS1 

Fontana 

FRIDAY, APRIL 8 FS1 

Texas 

SATURDAY, APRIL 1 6 FS1 

Bristol 


SATURDAY, JULY 1 6 NBCSN 

New Hampshire 

SATURDAY, JULY 23 NBCSN 

Indianapolis 

SATURDAY, JULY 30 NBCSN 

Iowa 

SATURDAY, AUG. 6 CNBC 

Watkins Glen 

SATURDAY, AUG. 13 USA 

Mid-Ohio 

FRIDAY, AUG. 19 USA 

Bristol 

SATURDAY, AUG. 27 NBCSN 

Road America 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 3 NBC 

Darlington 


■ Justin Allgaier returns to 
the Xfinity Series as a man on 

■ Daniel Suarez posted 
six top-1 0 finishes in the 

SATURDAY, APRIL 23 

Richmond 

FS1 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 9 

Richmond 

NBCSN 

a mission after a three-year 
stint in Sprint Cup. 

final seven Xfinity events 
last season and looked close 

SATURDAY, APRIL 30 

| Talladega 

FOX 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 1 7 

Chicagoland 

NBC 

The former ARCA champion 
is one of the most underrated 

to collecting his first victory. 
Coincidentally, those final 

SATURDAY, MAY 14 

Dover 

FOX 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 24 NBCSN 

Kentucky 

drivers in the garage and will fi- 
nally be able to prove it with JR 

seven races are now the 
Chase for the Championship, 

SATURDAY, MAY 28 

Charlotte 

FS1 

SATURDAY, OCT. 1 

Dover 

NBCSN 

Motorsports. Crew chief Jason 
Burdett proved his worth last 

and that sets up very well for 
the Mexican top prospect. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 4 

Pocono 

FOX 

FRIDAY, OCT. 7 

Charlotte 

NBCSN 

season with Regan Smith, and 
he’s seemingly a good person- 

Initially, there were questions 
about whether Suarez could 

SATURDAY, JUNE 11 

| Michigan 

FS1 

SATURDAY, OCT. 15 

Kansas 

NBCSN 

ality fit for Allgaier, too. 

Ultimately, the Chase for the 

make the jump from short-track 
racing to national touring, 

SUNDAY, JUNE 19 

! Iowa 
: 

FS1 

SATURDAY, NOV. 5 

Texas 

NBC 

Championship is a crapshoot, 
but Allgaier has the equipment 

but he’s successfully met 
every challenge and is 

FRIDAY, JULY 1 

| Daytona 

NBCSN 

SATURDAY, NOV. 1 2 

Phoenix 

NBC 

and the mental muscle needed 
to survive to Homestead. 

ready to contend for his 
first championship. 

FRIDAY, JULY 8 

1 Kentucky 

NBCSN 

SATURDAY, NOV. 19 

Homestead-Miami 

NBCSN 


FEBRUARY 22, 201 6 AUTOWEEK 25 




2016 RACING PREVIEW \\ TRUCK SERIES 

CHASING A CHAMPIONSHIP 


RICO ABREU SETS LOFTY 
GOALS FOR ROOKIE SEASON 

BY MATT WEAVER 

□ SIMPLY PUT, RICO ABREU IS 
a game changer. 

With countless Midget and sprint-car victo- 
ries behind him, Abreu is ready to compete 
full time in the NASCAR Camping World 
Truck Series for ThorSport Racing. Despite 
his top-flight rookie status, Abreu has set 
much loftier goals than just Rookie of the 
Year: He wants to win the championship. 

Abreu doesn't expect immediate success, 
but he does believe the rash of offseason rule 
changes will eventually play into his favor. 
He's most excited about the introduction of 


the Chase for the Championship, as it gives 
him ample time to adjust to heavier cars and 
larger tracks before the final seven races that 
make up the knockout playoff format. 

This Chase will conclude at Homestead- 
Miami Speedway with four contenders racing 
to be named Truck Series champion. 

"I'm pumped," Abreu said. "Obviously, 

I've never raced in a series that has a format 
like this, but it's going to be new for everyone 
else, too. I really feel like that gives a guy like 
me a shot to race for a championship." 

Abreu brings with him a passionate fan 
base and the potential to reconnect NASCAR 
to its lost grassroots audience. Should he have 
any success this season, it will be a significant 
victory for the entire industry. Q 



Y\ 2015 RECAP 

■ ERIK JONES WOULD NOT 
be denied in his quest to win 
the NASCAR Camping World 
Truck Series championship. 
Disappointing results at Kansas, 
Charlotte and Texas dropped 
him to fourth in the standings. 
Jones regrouped in the second 
half, finishing the season with 
a 1 5-race top-1 0 streak. That 
allowed him to become the 
youngest champion in the 20- 



year history of the tour. 


BOLD PREDICTIONS 
FOR 2016 

■ Daniel Hemric leads the 
series in wins but loses the 
championship in the Chase. 

■ Rico Abreu struggles early 
but makes the Chase and con- 
tends for the championship. 

■ The new caution clock rule 
rarely gets used as cautions 
occur naturally or due to debris. 


2015 NASCAR 
CAMPING WORLD 
TRUCK SERIES FINAL 
STANDINGS 


1 . 

Erik Jones 

899 

2 . 

Tyler Reddick 

884 

3 . 

Matt Crafton 

877 

4 . 

Johnny Sauter 

809 

5 . 

Timothy Peters 

804 


2016 NASCAR 
CAMPING WORLD 
TRUCK SERIES 
SCHEDULE 


FRIDAY, FEB. 19 

Daytona 

FS1 

SATURDAY, FEB. 27 

Atlanta 

FS1 

SATURDAY, APRIL 2 

Martinsville 

FS1 

FRIDAY, MAY 6 

Kansas 

FS1 

FRIDAY, MAY 13 

Dover 

FS1 


FRIDAY, MAY 20 

Charlotte 

FS1 

FRIDAY, JUNE 10 

Texas 

FS1 

SATURDAY, JUNE 18 

Iowa 

FS1 

SATURDAY, JUNE 25 

Gateway 

FS1 

THURSDAY, JULY 7 

Kentucky 

FS1 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 20 

Eldora 

FS1 

SATURDAY, JULY 30 

Pocono 

FS1 

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 1 7 

Bristol 

FS1 

SATURDAY, AUG. 27 

Michigan 

FS1 

SUNDAY, SEPT. 4 

Bowmanville 

FS1 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 1 6 

Chicagoland 

FS1 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 24 

New Hampshire 

FS1 

SATURDAY, OCT. 1 

Las Vegas 

FS1 

SATURDAY, OCT. 22 

Talladega 

FOX 

SATURDAY, OCT. 29 

Martinsville 

FS1 

FRIDAY, NOV. 4 

Texas 

FS1 

FRIDAY, NOV. 1 1 

Phoenix 

FS1 

FRIDAY, NOV. 18 

Homestead-Miami 

FS1 


For more information, go to autoweek.com/racing/nascar-truck 
and follow us on Twitter @AutoweekUSA 


NEWCOMER TO WATCH 

■ A rookie at age 31 , Grant 
Enfinger brings technical experi- 
ence and driving talent compara- 
ble to the most tenured veterans. 


■ There’s nothing flashy about 
Matt Crafton. He’s won when it 
mattered the most and will win 
his third title in four years. 
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CENSE INTO THE Oil VEST 


with 

JOHN WAYNE! 


Drive home a 
l:36-scale Ford 
replica truck graced 
with portraits of 

Duke! 




Sleek grille, 
distinctive chassis 
and white wall tires 
reflect the style of 
the 1952 Ford F-100! 


Official 

Licensed 

Product 


HamiltonCollection.com/TheDuke 


Two American Classics Together for the First Time! 


Celebrate John Wayne, America's 
quintessential hero, and our love 
for Ford trucks with "The Duke," 
a handcrafted l:36-scale 1952 Ford 
F-100 graced with fine portraits of 
this famous star of the silver screen! 

Exclusively front Hamilton! 

This truck's high-gloss finish 
provides the ideal "canvas" for 
portraits of John Wayne — whether 
he's wrangling up Mustangs on the 
high sierra or carrying out some 
straight shootin' frontier justice. 
Duke's replica signature is on the 
front fender, and you'll even find a 
personalized 'JW' license plate! 


Expertly sculpted details 
Master Artists have handcrafted 
every detail including this Ford 
truck's big front grille . . . white 
wall wheels ... official emblems ... 
chrome-colored trim . . . and more! 

Act now and reserve your 
FREE 30-Day Preview! 

"The Duke" is hand-numbered 
and includes a Certificate of Authen- 
ticity. Demand will be strong, and 
we assure your satisfaction or your 
money back. Send no money now 
to reserve a FREE 30-Day Preview of 
"The Duke" in your name! 


©2015 HC. All Rights Reserved. JOHN WAYNE, , DUKE and THE DUKE are the exclusive trademarks of, 

and the John Wayne name, image, likeness and voice, and all other related indicia, are the intellectual property of John Wayne 
Enterprises, LLC. ©2015. All rights reserved, www.johnwayne.com. Ford Oval and nameplates are registered trademarks 
owned and licensed by Ford Motor Company. Distributed by The Hamilton Collection. 


09-05228-001-BDl 1 

MAIL TO: 

Ifl TheHamlltnnCollectlon 

9204 Center For The Arts Drive, Niles, Illinois 60714-1300 

Please Respond Promptly 

YES! Please accept my order for "The Duke" i 

payable in two installments of $19.99*. I need send ! 

no money now. I will be billed with shipment. 

Name i 

(Please print clearly.) 

Address i 

City State Zip | 

Signature j 

09-05228-001 -E09601 

*Add a total of $8.99 for shipping and service. Deliveries to FL and IL will be billed appropriate sales tax. 1 

All orders are subject to product availability and credit approval. Edition limited to 95 casting days. Allow 6 to 8 
weeks for shipment. 
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SOME GOOD 
NEWS FOR VW 

VOLKSWAGEN IS STILL THE 
TEAM TO BEAT IN WORLD 
RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 



BY ANTHONY PEACOCK 

□ IF ONLY EVERYTHING IN LIFE 
was as reliable as a Volkswagen. 
The German giant's famous ad- 
vertising slogan of the 1980s still rings 
relevant more than 30 years later, provid- 
ing at least one bit of good news for it 
in the World Rally Championship after 
what has been a tumultuous time for 
the manufacturer, thanks to the 2015 
emissions scandal. 

The headline fact of the 2015 World 


Rally Championship is that only one other 
manufacturer managed to win a WRC 
rally — and even then, only once. The result 
was German dominance even more com- 
prehensive than that seen in Formula One. 

The stats paint the picture of a VW 
steamroller that crushed the opposition 
in 2015: 12 wins, 26 podium finishes and 
159 fastest stage times out of a possible 
231. Each of the driver and co-driver pair- 
ings — led by three-time world champion 
Sebastien Ogier — won a rally and clinched 
a podium place at least seven times. 


Go further back in history, and the sta- 
tistics become even more emphatic: Since 
making its World Rally Championship 
debut in 2013, the Polo R WRC has now 
claimed 35 out of 40 possible wins (that's 
more than 87 percent) and has completed 
the longest winning streak of consecutive 
rally victories for one manufacturer (12). 

When they were teammates at Citroen 
until 2011, Ogier and Sebastien Loeb didn't 
always see eye to eye. But five years ago, 
Loeb actually did Ogier a massive favor by 
turning down Volkswagen's approaches for 
2012, leaving the way clear for the younger 
Frenchman to join the team that would go 
on to make history. 

"At the time, I didn't dare to think 
that we could achieve as much as we did," 
said Ogier. "But I appreciated very much 
Volkswagen's way of working, and now 
we see the results. Anyone who thinks 
that this happened easily is wrong, though. 
We've ah worked very hard to get where 
we are." 

The 2015 version of the Polo R WRC 
introduced a hydraulically operated paddle- 
shift gearbox, with the team's engineers 
estimating that three-quarters of all me- 
chanical components on the car were 
either new or revised. 

But there's now another major change 
on the horizon for Volkswagen, as the ar- 
chitect of ah this success — team director 
Jost Capito — has recently accepted a new 
job at McLaren. His successor will have a 
huge track record to live up to, amid the 
uncertainty of major rule changes for 2017. 
And that might just give Volkswagen's 
rivals a chance to finally catch up. Q 



CITROEN LOOKS 
TO CLOSE GAP 
ON VOLKSWAGEN 

■ THE DESTINY OF THE 201 5 
champion’s title was never in 
doubt, but a huge battle raged 
behind Volkswagen for the run- 
ner-up spot. 

The protagonists were 
Citroen, Hyundai and Ford. 
Hyundai showed its intent with a 
strong run of results at the start 
of the season. But as the year 


went on, lead driver Thierry 
Neuville struggled to the point 
where the team was openly criti- 
cizing him. The Belgian retaliat- 
ed by claiming that the i20 
WRC wasn’t competitive. 


As a result, the No. 2 slot 
in the manufacturers’ champi- 
onship went to Citroen, which 
stole the headlines at the start 
of 201 5 by announcing Sebast- 
ien Loeb’s comeback for Monte 


Carlo. After two years off, the 
Frenchman won his first stage 
by 30 seconds. 

Citroen’s Kris Meeke was 
often the only driver to take the 
fight to the Volkswagens last 
season-resulting in a Rally 
Argentina win-but there were 
also a number of mistakes. 
Nonetheless, the consistency 
of teammate Mads 0stberg 
helped to ensure that Citroen 
beat Hyundai by just six points. 
Volkswagen, meanwhile, was 
1 83 points ahead. -AP 
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BOLD PREDICTIONS 
FOR 2016 

■ Hayden Paddon, signed up 
for his first full season with 
Hyundai in 2016, will out- 
finish his experienced 
teammates. 

■ Despite separating from 
Citroen to concentrate on 
Rally Raids with Peugeot, 
rally legend Sebastien Loeb 
will reappear in the WRC 

in some shape or form: 
possibly in the new Toyota 

■ WRC TV and promotion 
will take a big step forward 
during 201 6 thanks to in- 
creased involvement from 
Red Bull: a major share- 
holder in the commercial 
rights to the sport. 


2016 WORLD RALLY 

CHAMPIONSHIP 

SCHEDULE 


W 2015 RECAP 

■ SEBASTIEN OGIER STAMPED HIS AUTHORITY ON THE 201 5 SEASON BY WINNING 
eight of the 1 3 rallies, starting with the opening round of the season-Monte Carlo-and clinch- 
ing the drivers’ title by Australia in September. 

It wasn’t quite a perfect season for the Frenchman: He stunned onlookers by crashing on the 
final stage of the Rally of Spain and handing victory to his young teammate, Andreas Mikkelsen. 
Kris Meeke and Mikkelsen were the only two debut winners of the season. The most spectacu- 
lar crash of 201 5 came courtesy of Ott Tanak, who drove his M-Sport Fiesta into a lake in 
Mexico-earning him the nickname “TiTanak." 


■ Frenchman Eric Camilli has just been hand- 
ed the keys to an M-Sport Ford Fiesta RS 
WRC-one of the top four cars out there-de- 
spite having only competed in 1 0 WRC events 
before the start of the 201 6 season. At age 28, 
he’s not your typical series newcomer, either. 
So what convinced team principal Malcolm 
Wilson to sign him? “I think he’s a future world 
champion," explained Wilson. “I can’t honestly 
remember the last time that I felt this excited 
about having a new driver in our car.” 


■ Without sounding like a broken record, it’s 
hard to look beyond Sebastien Ogier, who 
aims for his fourth straight title. The 32-year-old 
former ski instructor and successor to nine-time 
champ Sebastien Loeb is at his absolute peak, 
and there is no consistent opposition to the 
Volkswagen Polo R WRC, which has under- 
gone some further evolutions for 201 6. 


H For more FIA World Rally Championship information throughout the season, including race results, 
series news and stats, go to autoweek.com/racing/rally and follow us on Twitter @AutoweekUSA 


JAN. 22-24 

Monte Carlo 

FEB. 12-14 

Sweden 

MARCH 4-6 

Mexico 

APRIL 22-24 

Argentina 

MAY 20-22 

Portugal 

JUNE 10-1 2 

Italy 

JULY 1-3 

Poland 

JULY 29-31 

Finland 

AUG. 19-21 

Germany 

SEPT. 9-1 1 

China 

SEPT. 30-OCT. 2 France 

OCT. 14-16 

Spain 

OCT. 28-30 

Great Britain 

NOV. 1 8-20 

Australia 
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2016 RACING PREVIEW \\ NHRA 


STAYING HUNGRY 

2-TIME CHAMP ANTRON BROWN RELISHES 
BEING NO. 1 IN TOUGH TOP FUEL CLASS 


BY SUSAN WADE 

ALBERT BROWN 
earned a living with his 
New Jersey septic-tank 
service. Weekends, he raced 
his Chevrolet Vega at English- 
town in the NHRA's Super Gas 
class. Tagging along, taking in 
the sights, sounds and the pas- 
sion, was Albert's son, Antron. 

Young Antron Brown alter- 
nated between pretending he 
was a racing star and actually 
meeting his heroes. 

Eventually, Brown said, he 
learned that "I don't want to be 
No. 1 in the 'No. 2' business." 

It turns out he's No. 1 in drag- 
racing's top class. But when it 
comes to titles earned, "No. 2" 
last November overjoyed him. 

It didn't change him, though. 

He focuses on being a hus- 


band, father of three, the only 
drag racer to run in both the Pro 
Stock Motorcycle and Top Fuel 
classes, and a role model. Now 
he's the one signing autographs 
for the next generation. 

"What makes it so special is 
I remember growing up seeing 
'Big Daddy' Don Garlits and 
Dave Schultz and all of them. 
You could go up and shake their 
hands and talk to them, and 
it made it like I was a part of 
things," he said. "That's what 
helped me along the way, that 
same passion they had." 

His faith has played an enor- 
mous role, too. "This is my call- 
ing, to do what I do, to be out 
here among all the fans and let 
them know what I'm really all 
about," Brown said. 

It's well known Brown is the 
first black Top Fuel champion. 


However, Brown said he's happy 
"if I can be an inspiration for oth- 
ers — not just African-Americans, 
just Americans, period — give 
them somebody they can look 
up to who's positive, who never 
settled for things in life." 

Brown said the NHRA is in- 
clusive because "everybody can 
relate. We're able to do it on our 
own budget and have fun. All 
my heroes did their craft in their 
backyard and came out here and 
did it on a professional level." 

With an evangelical flair, the 
youthful Brown, 39, said, "I'm 
an old, beat-up kid from Chester- 
field, New Jersey. I used to pump 
out sewers for a living. And now 
I smell the sweet smell of nitro. 

It gets no better than that." 

It just might — with a third 
title in 2016. Q 



H For more NHRA information, 
go to autoweek.com/racing/ 
NHRA and follow us on Twitter 





@AutoweekUSA 



\\ 2015 RECAP 

■ THE FUNNY CAR CLASS 
maintained championship sus- 
pense until the closing hours of 
the 201 5 season. Del Worsham 
beat chief challenger Jack 
Beckman in a head-to-head 
semifinal duel at the Pomona, 
California, finale to clinch. 

Four victories in six Count- 
down races made the difference 
for Worsham. The 201 1 Top Fuel 






> 


fly 


king became the third (Kenny 
Bernstein and Gary Scelzi) driver 
to earn both nitro class crowns. 

NEWCOMER TO WATCH 


OUR PICKS (TO WIN IT ALL) 

■ Following one of 

TOP FUEL 

FUNNY CAR 

PRO STOCK 

Top Fuel’s Antron Brown 

his three top-qualifying 

■ Two-time 

■ To borrow 

■ Shane Gray 

and Pro Stock’s Erica Enders 

performances, Pro Stock’s 

champ Antron 

country singer 

and Allen 

iced their second titles with 

Drew Skillman said, 

Brown is just 

Toby Keith’s 

Johnson could 

one race remaining. 

“1 still make a bunch of 

cranking up, 

lyrics, John 

be the first to 

Brown earned seven victories 

mistakes.” They weren’t 

and Shawn 

Force, 66, 

solve the EFI 

in 1 0 finals, set the national 

noticeable from the 201 5 

Langdon will 

may not be 

challenges, 

elapsed-time record and won 

NHRA Rookie of the Year. 

shine with full 

good as he 

but the savvy 

the first three Countdown events. 

He can go toe to toe with 

resources again. 

once was, but 

Jeg Coughlin 

Enders scored back-to-back 

far more experienced con- 

But Tony Schu- 

he’s as good 

(above) ultimately 

titles, winning nine times in 1 1 

tenders. No one will be 

macher (above) 

once as he ever 

will out-finesse 

finals. Rival Allen Johnson said, 

shocked when he KOs 

will capture his 

was to seize his 

gritty Greg 

“She’s making us all look silly.” 

some heavyweights. 

ninth crown. 

1 7th title. 

Anderson. 





TOP FUEL 
■ Leah Pritchett, 

a Nostalgia Funny 
Car champion and 
Pro Modified win- 
ner, listens to in- 
struction. That and 
three limited sea- 
sons prepped 
her for duty. Head- 
liner Tony Schu- 
macher called 
her “badass." 


ON THE RISE 

FUNNY CAR 
■ “Watch out 
for the quiet 
ones" applies to 
Tommy John- 
son Jr. The 
veteran nitro 
driver is overdue, 
and he has 
smart John 
Collins as 
crew chief to 
make it happen. 


PRO STOCK 
■ Would you give 
a Countdown 
spot to a used-car 
salesman? In Bo 
Butner’s case, 
it’s a sound move. 
Cracking the top 
1 0 requires a 
massive effort, 
but the 2006 
Comp champ 
could pull it off. 


OUR PICKS (COUNTDOWN QUALIFIERS) 

TOP FUEL 

FUNNY CAR 

PRO STOCK 

1 . 

Antron Brown 

1 . 

Jack Beckman 

1 . 

Greg Anderson 

2. 

Richie Crampton 

2. 

Ron Capps 

2. 

Jeg Coughlin 

3. 

Brittany Force 

3. 

Matt Hagan 

3. 

Erica Enders 

4. 

Doug Kalitta 

4. 

Courtney Force 

4. 

Shane Gray 

5. 

Shawn Langdon 

5. 

John Force 

5. 

Allen Johnson 

6. 

Clay Millican 

6. 

Robert Hight 

6. 

Jason Line 

7. 

Leah Pritchett 

7. 

Tommy Johnson Jr. 

7. 

Chris McGaha 

8. 

Tony Schumacher 

8. 

Cruz Pedregon 

8. 

Larry Morgan 

9. 

JR Todd 

9. 

Tim Wilkerson 

9. 

Vincent Nobile 

10. 

Steve Torrence 

10. 

Del Worsham 

10. 

Drew Skillman 


BOLD PREDICTIONS 
FOR 2016 

■ Top-tier Funny Car crew chief 
Jimmy Prock will move from Jack 
Beckman’s team to Ron Capps’, 
marking the second time those two 
Don Schumacher Racing opera- 
tions have swapped personnel. 

■ Six-time IHRA Top Fuel champi- 
on Clay Millican will win his first 
NHRA race. Ditto for Brittany Force. 

■ Grinder Terry McMillen will reach 
his first NHRA Top Fuel final. 


2015 NHRA DRAG 
RACING SERIES 
FINAL STANDINGS 

TOP FUEL 


1 . 

Antron Brown 

2,692 

2. 

Tony Schumacher 

2,461 

3. 

Richie Crampton 

2,430 

4. 

Larry Dixon 

2,412 

5. 

Doug Kalitta 

2,388 

6. 

Shawn Langdon 

2,387 

7. 

Brittany Force 

2,363 

8. 

Steve Torrence 

2,342 

9. 

JR Todd 

2,307 

10. 

Dave Connolly 

2,303 

FUNNY CAR 


1 . 

Del Worsham 

2,664 

2. 

Jack Beckman 

2,608 

3. 

Tommy Johnson 

2,548 

4. 

Ron Capps 

2,490 

5. 

Matt Hagan 

2,418 

6. 

Robert Hight 

2,370 

7. 

John Force 

2,332 

8. 

Alexis DeJoria 

2,313 

9. 

Cruz Pedregon 

2,286 

10. 

Tim Wilkerson 

2,259 

PRO STOCK 


1 . 

Erica Enders 

2,712 

2. 

Greg Anderson 

2,492 

3. 

Allen Johnson 

2,443 

4. 

Chris McGaha 

2,442 

5. 

Drew Skillman 

2,433 

6. 

Vincent Nobile 

2,389 

7. 

Larry Morgan 

2,376 

8. 

Jason Line 

2,331 

9. 

Shane Gray 

2,299 

10. 

Jonathan Gray 

2,286 


2016 NHRA SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY, FEB. 14 

Pomona 

FS1 (L) 

SUNDAY, FEB. 28 

Phoenix 

FS1 (L) 

SUNDAY, MARCH 20 

Gainesville 

FS1 (L) 

SUNDAY, APRIL 3 

Las Vegas 

FS1 (L) 

SUNDAY, APRIL 24 

Charlotte 

FS1 

SUNDAY, MAY 1 

Houston 

FS1 (L) 

SUNDAY, MAY 15 

Atlanta 

FS1 

SUNDAY, MAY 22 

Topeka 

FS1 (L) 

SUNDAY, JUNE 5 

Epping 

FS1 

SUNDAY, JUNE 12 

Englishtown 

FS1 

SUNDAY, JUNE 19 

Bristol 

FS1 

SUNDAY, JUNE 26 

Norwalk 

FS1 

SUNDAY, JULY 10 

Chicago 

FS1 (L) 

SUNDAY, JULY 24 

Denver 

FOX (L) 

SUNDAY, JULY 31 

Sonoma 

FOX (L) 

SUNDAY, AUG. 7 

Seattle 

FOX (L) 

SUNDAY, AUG. 21 

Brainerd 

FS1 (L) 

MONDAY, SEPT. 5 

Indianapolis 

FOX, FS1 

SUNDAY, SEPT. 18 

Charlotte 

FS1 (L) 

TUESDAY, SEPT. 27 

St. Louis 

FS1 (L) 

SUNDAY, OCT. 2 

Reading 

FS1 (L) 

SUNDAY, OCT. 16 

Dallas 

FS1 (L) 

SUNDAY, OCT. 30 

Las Vegas 

FS1 (L) 

SUNDAY, NOV. 13 

Pomona 

FS1 (L) 
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2016 RACING PREVIEW \\ imsa 


NO 'RUN-OF- 

THE-MILL' 

APPROACH 

WEATHERTECH BRINGS 
MARKETING HORSEPOWER 
TO IMSA SPORTSCAR SERIES 



BY STEVEN COLE SMITH 

□ FOR ITS FIRST TWO YEARS AS 
the merged entity of the Grand- Am 
and American Le Mans Series, the Tudor 
United SportsCar Championship reflected 
the personality of its elegant, low-key 
watchmaker sponsor. Most everyone in 
the series knew that was going to change 
when, midway through the 2015 season, 


a new title sponsor was named at a press 
conference the same weekend as the race 
at Road America in Wisconsin. 

The difference? David MacNeil, founder 
and CEO of WeatherTech, the Chicago- 
area manufacturer of automotive floor 
mats and other accessories, appeared on 
the podium with some provocatively 
dressed models and a promise to shake 
things up a bit. To those who had em- 


braced the fine Tudor watch sensibilities, 
it was clear there was a new, and slightly 
raucous, sponsorship sheriff in town. 

MacNeil's company reflects his big, 
bold personality. It relentlessly markets 
itself as a quality, American-made alterna- 
tive to imported products and is doing 
well enough that WeatherTech again 
advertised on the Super Bowl broadcast 
this year. And the WeatherTech spon- 
sorship offers something Tudor never 
could — hands-on monitoring of the 
activation from up close. 

How close? MacNeil's son Cooper 
has been a winning driver since the series 
began, co-piloting the Alex Job Racing 
WeatherTech No. 22 Porsche 911 GT3 R 
car. And on the drivers' list for the 2016 
Rolex 24 at Daytona for the 22 car: David 
MacNeil himself, co-driving with Cooper 
MacNeil, Leh Keen, Gunnar Jeannette and 
Shane van Gisbergen. You can't get a clos- 
er perspective on your sponsorship dollars 
than from the cockpit. 


V\ 2015 RECAP 

PROTOTYPE 

■ The Action Express team 
of Christian Fittipaldi and 
Joao Barbosa won its sec- 
ond straight championship 
in the Corvette DP with a 
come-from-behind perfor- 
mance in the last race. 

PROTOTYPE CHALLENGE 

■ Consistency made the 
difference for the CORE 
Autosport twosome of Colin 
Braun and Jon Bennett. 

GT LE MANS 

■ Patrick Pilet had more 
than one co-driver in his 
Porsche North America 
91 1 , but combined, the 
results gave Pilet and the 
team the championship. 

GT DAYTONA 

■ Townsend Bell and Bill 
Sweedler won the champi- 
onship for the Scuderia 
Corsa Ferrari team, but 
for 201 6, the pair moves 
to Lamborghini. 



NEWCOMER TO WATCH 


■ Kenton Koch, a graduate 
of the Mazda ladder system, at 
one time had a 20-lap lead on 
second place in the Prototype 
Challenge class at the Rolex 
24 at Daytona and went on to 
help take the J DC/Miller Oreca- 
Chevrolet team to victory. And 
he made for an emotional victory- 
lane interview, as he was accom- 
panied by his mother, who had 
recently undergone a heart trans- 
plant. Smart, funny and a great 
driver, keep an eye on Koch. 



OUR PICKS 

PROTOTYPE 

■ The No. 90 Visit Florida 
Chevrolet Corvette DP 
team went into the 201 5 
season finale at Petit Le 
Mans with the points lead, 
dominated early, then gave 
it away with a pair of spins 
on the damp track. 

PROTOTYPE CHALLENGE 

■ Well organized and very 
fast at Daytona, the JDC- 
Miller team is the favorite. 

GT LE MANS 

■ With drivers Nick Tandy 
and Patrick Pilet, how do 
you not bet on the No. 91 1 
factory Porsche 91 1 RSR? 

GT DAYTONA 

■ The latest global GT3 
specs have brought in new 
teams and cars, but Andy 
Lally and John Potter (half the 
winning Rolex 24 Magnus 
Racing team) know the 
series and the tracks. 


LAT PHOTOGRAPHIC (6); MAZDA MOTORSPORTS (2) 




Tudor, meanwhile, signed for 10 more 
years as " Official Timepiece of IMS A," 
and parent Rolex signed for a 10-year 
partnership as an official sponsor at 
Sebring International Raceway, after 
announcing a 10-year extension of its 
entitlement sponsorship of the Rolex 
24 at Daytona early last year. 

Scott Atherton, boss of the Weather- 
Tech SportsCar Championship, wel- 
comes MacNeil's unconventional ap- 
proach. "David challenged us/' Atherton 
told Autoweek. "He said, 'Look, I'm not 
your traditional sponsor. I'm not inter- 
ested in a run-of-the-mill approach.' He 
said, 'If and when you can offer us some- 
thing truly unique and breakthrough, 

I'm interested.' Through a combination 
of things that occurred, we were able to 
approach him with the opportunity to 
put the WeatherTech brand on the entire 
championship. Without going into too 
much detail, he would probably say 
that you had me at 'hello.'" Q 


RETURN OF THE GT 

FORD GT CAPTURES THE IMAGINATION 
BEFORE IT EVER TAKES A GREEN FLAG 


■ The massive crowds sur- 
rounding the two Ford GTs 
on the grid at the Rolex 24 
at Daytona-before the car 
had ever turned a wheel in 
competition-pointed to the 
popularity of the effort and 
was even credited with 
helping to bring in the 
largest crowd in memory 
for the race. 

The impetus for the two- 
car Ford GT program was 
the company’s fervent de- 
sire to win at the 24 Hours 
of Le Mans on the 50th an- 
niversary of that feat, but the 


fact that the I MSA 
WeatherTech SportsCar 
Championship is where 
the team earns its stripes 
for Le Mans is a massive 
boon to the series. 

The team will continue 
to race in the IMSA series 
for the rest of the season, 
going after the champi- 
onship, and will likely do 
so again in 201 7 as the 
company is suggesting 
that the Ford GT racing 
program will have at least 
a two-year lifespan. 

Ford executives admit 


they learned a lesson 
watching Nissan last 
year-the company touted 
its new race car as all but 
a shoo-in for a Le Mans vic- 
tory but ended up tucking 
its tail between its legs and 
folding the program after a 
dreadful year. 

That won’t happen 
at Ford-the GT engine, 
for example, is the proven 
EcoBoost unit from the 
Daytona Prototype car- 
but the problems the GT 
suffered at Daytona, all 
of which were entirely unex- 
pected following days of 
uneventful testing, humbled 
the team and will make 
victory sweeter when it 
finally does come. -SCS 


H For more IMSA information throughout the season, go to autoweek.com/racing/imsa 
and follow us on Twitter @AutoweekUSA 



ON THE RISE 


■ Nobody is hungrier for wins 
and podium finishes than the 
two-car Mazda Prototype team. 
Stuck with a boat-anchor diesel 
engine the past two years, a 
proven gas-fed four-cylinder 
powerplant this season gives 
the team-Jonathan Bomarito, 
Tristan Nunez, Tom Long and 
Joel Miller are the primary drivers, 
and IndyCar driver Spencer Pigot 
and sports-car veteran Ben Devlin 
joined the team for the Rolex 24- 
the speed it needs to compete. 


2015 IMSA TUDOR 
UNITED SPORTSCAR 
FINAL STANDINGS 

PROTOTYPE 


1 . 

Joao Barbosa 

309 

1 . 

Christian Fittipaldi 

309 

2. 

Michael Valiante 

306 

2. 

Richard Westbrook 

306 

3. 

Dane Cameron 

304 

3. 

Eric Curran 

304 

4. 

Joey Hand 

301 

4. 

Scott Pruett 

301 

5. 

Jordan Taylor 

292 

5. 

Ricky Taylor 

292 


GT 

LE MANS 


1 . 

Patrick Pi let 

315 

2. 

Bill Auberlen 

305 

2. 

Dirk Werner 

305 

3. 

Antonio Garcia 

295 

3. 

Jan Magnussen 

295 

4. 

Giancarlo Fisichella 

293 

4. 

Pierre Kaffer 

293 

5. 

John Edwards 

291 

5. 

Lucas Luhr 

291 

GT 

DAYTONA 


1 . 

Townsend Bell 

281 

1 . 

Bill Sweedler 

281 

2. 

Christina Nielsen 

279 

3. 

Christopher Haase 

277 


3. 

Dion Von Moltke 

277 

4. 

Mario Farnbacher 

267 

4. 

Ian James 

267 

5. 

Patrick Lindsey 

266 

5. 

Spencer Pumpelly 

266 

PROTOTYPE CHALLENGE 

1 . 

Jon Bennett 

318 

1 . 

Colin Braun 

318 

2. 

Mike Guasch 

313 

2. 

Tom Kimber-Smith 

313 

3. 

Chris Cumming 

301 

3. 

Bruno Junqueira 

301 

4. 

Mikhail Goikhberg 

285 

5. 

Renger van der Zande 

268 


BOLD PREDICTIONS FOR 2016 

■ After having never competed in the series 
before, Lamborghini will dominate the GT Daytona 
class. Those guys are just too hungry. 

■ In GT Le Mans, this will be the Chevrolet Cor- 
vette’s year (yeah, we know, after the dominating 
one-two victory at the 2016 Rolex 24 at Daytona, 
this doesn’t seem as bold as when we typed it a 
few weeks ago). Expect Corvette Racing to also 
be a force at Le Mans, where it scored a class 
victory in 2015. 

■ The No. 5 Action Express Mustang Sampling 
Chevrolet Corvette Daytona Prototype, the only 
season champion this series has ever seen, won’t 
repeat in 201 6. 


2016 IMSA WEATHERTECH 
SPORTSCAR CHAMPIONSHIP 
SCHEDULE 


JAN. 30-31 
MARCH 16-19 
APRIL 15-1 6 
APRIL 29-MAY 1 
JUNE 3-4 
JUNE 30-JULY 3 
JULY 8-10 
JULY 22-23 
AUG. 4-7 
AUG. 26-28 
SEPT. 15-18 
SEPT. 28-OCT. 1 


Daytona 
Sebring 
Long Beach 
Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca 
Belle Isle Park 
Watkins Glen 
Canadian Tire Motorsport Park 
Lime Rock 
Road America 
Virginia 

Circuit of the Americas 
Road Atlanta 
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2016 RACING PREVIEW 


WEC 


TOYOTA 


FRESH START FUELS 
TOYOTA HYBRID 


JAPANESE MARQUE DOMINATED WEC 
IN 2014 ONLY TO FALL OFF THE PACE IN T5 


BY GARY WATKINS 


□ TOYOTA WENT FROM HERO TO 
zero in the space of a winter offsea- 
son. The Japanese marque finished 2014 
with the World Endurance Championship 
drivers 7 and manufacturers 7 titles in its 
pocket and headed into the 2015 season 
with the realization that it had little 
chance of retaining either. That resulted 
in a decision to produce an all-new LMP1 
contender from a blank sheet of paper for 
the coming season. 

Its plans for 2016 were already ambi- 
tious: Toyota was working a car with a 
new hybrid energy storage system, a bat- 
tery in place of the super-capacitor it has 
used since its return to top-flight sports-car 
racing in 2012. These had to be revised at 
an early juncture last year. 


Toyota showed a bit of form last season 
on the way to third place with its upgraded 
TS040 Hybrid in the series opener at Sil- 
verstone in April — but after being out- 
gunned by its rivals at Spa in May, it came 
to the conclusion that there was little hope 
for the season ahead. That meant plans 
for a new engine, originally scheduled 
for 2017, were brought forward 12 months 
and announced for this season in the week 
of the 24 Hours of Le Mans. 

A tight schedule was set to complete 
its TS050 Hybrid in time for Toyota's 
traditional preseason shakedown in early 
January. The target was indeed hit, and 
the new car was put through its paces at 
the MotorLand Aragon circuit. 

Photographs and technical details of the 
car have yet to be released — look for those 
in late March. The configuration of the gas 


engine has never been disclosed, though 
the Toyota Motorsport GmbH squad has 
talked about it being a turbocharged unit. 

There's little secret that it is a small- 
capacity V4 of similar configuration to the 
engine that took Porsche to WEC honors 
last season, but it would be wrong to call 
Toyota a copycat. Porsche regenerates en- 
ergy from exhaust gases not required to 
drive the turbo; Toyota will be sticking 
with the twin-axle kinetic energy-recovery 
system used over the past two seasons. 

The big question is whether Toyota can 
close the gap on its German rivals in the 
LMP1 class. It's a question that can't be an- 
swered now, just as TMG didn't know 12 
months ago whether its improved TS040 
would be enough to keep it ahead in 2015. 
The car gained nearly two seconds on its 
predecessors at most tracks but still fell 
behind an all-new Porsche and a radical 
update of the Audi. 

This time, it is Toyota and Audi that 
have produced all-new machines and 
Porsche that has opted for an update. The 
battle dynamic at the front of the WEC 
field could change again. Predictions are 
futile until the cars meet on the track. Q 


24 HOURS 
OF LE MANS 
OVERVIEW 


■ FIFTIETH BIRTHDAYS NEED 
to be marked somehow. Thank- 


nation of the line of cars that 


FORD CELEBRATES 
50TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF HISTORIC WIN 


fully, Ford has taken that on 
board and is organizing one hell 
of a party for this year’s 24 Hours 
of Le Mans, the half-century an- 
niversary of the first of its four 
consecutive outright victories in 
the French endurance classic. 


Ford has built a modern incar- 


claimed wins in 1 966-69, and 
with racing in mind, it plans to 
have four of the machines on the 
grid in the GTE Pro class for Le 
Mans, June 1 8-1 9. The two cars 
competing under the Ford Chip 
Ganassi Racing banner in the 
WEC are based in the U.K. and 
are set to be joined by the team’s 


two U.S.-based cars racing in 
the GT Le Mans class of the 
I MSA WeatherTech SportsCar 
Championship. 

Nissan is not racing in LMP1 
this year, and two other con- 
tenders-Porsche and Audi- 
have jointly agreed to cut their 
Le Mans entries from three cars 
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WEC MEDIA 


Saving People 
Money Since 1936 


... that’s before the sound 
barrier was broken. 


GEICO has been serving up great car insurance and 
fantastic customer service for more than 75 years. Get a 
quote and see how much you could save today. 

geico.com 1 1-800-947-AUTO | local office 




Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government 
Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2015 GEICO 


2016 RACING PREVIEW wwec 



■ Ex-Formula 3, GP2 and Formula One 
driver Kamui Kobayashi could bring 
Toyota’s second entry alive on his promo- 
tion to a race seat from a test and reserve 
role following the retirement of Alex Wurz. 
The big question is whether Stephane 
Sarrazin and Mike Conway can win in 
Toyota’s top entry. 



■ Audi will return to the winner’s circle 
at Le Mans, but the championship will be 
Porsche’s again. The latest R1 8 e-tron 
quattro is going to be super-competitive in 
the 24 Hours, but there have to be doubts 
over its form in the shorter races at FI -style 
tracks. And expect Chevrolet to make it 
two in a row at Le Mans in GTE Pro. 



ON THE RISE 


■ Frenchman Olivier Pla finally got the 
break he deserves with a full-time ride with 
Ford. The former single-seater driver’s previ- 
ous factory deals either failed to materialize 
(with Peugeot before it pulled out of the 
WEC ahead of 201 2) or turned sour 
(Nissan only raced once last year), so 
this has been a long time coming. 



W 2015 RECAP 

■ PORSCHE CLAIMED A 1 7TH VICTORY AT THE 24 
Hours of Le Mans with one version of its all-new 91 9 Hybrid 
and remained unbeaten over the second half of the season 


2015 WEC 
FINAL STANDINGS 

PROTOTYPE 

1. Brandon Hartley 166 

1. Mark Webber 166 

1. Timo Bernhard 166 

2. Andre Lotterer 161 

2. Benoit Treluyer 161 

2. Marcel Fassler 161 

3. Marc Lieb 138.5 

3. Neel Jani 138.5 

3. Romain Dumas 138.5 

GT 

1. Richard Lietz 145 

2. Gianmaria Bruni 131.5 

2. ToniVilander 131.5 

3. Michael Christensen 127 

LMP2 

1. Julien Canal 178 

1. Roman Rusinov 178 

1. Sam Bird 178 

2. Matthew Howson 155 

2. Richard Bradley 155 

3. Gustavo Yacaman 134 

3. Ricardo Gonzalez 134 

3. Luis Felipe Derani 134 


BOLD PREDICTIONS 
FOR 2016 

■ All three PI manufacturers— 
Audi, Porsche and Toyota— will 
win a least one race. 

■ Ford and its Chip Ganassi 
Racing drivers Marino Franchitti, 
Stefan Mucke, Olivier Pla and 
Andy Priaulx will outperform its 
rivals in year one of its program 
with the new GT. 

■ James Calado, former Formula 
One Force India driver, will emerge 
as a real GTE star on his promotion 
to the lead Ferrari. 


2016 WEC SCHEDULE 

APRIL 17 Silverstone 

MAY 7 Spa-Francorchamps 

JUNE 18-19 Le Mans 

JULY 24 Nurburgring 

SEPT. 3 Mexico City 

SEPT. 17 Circuit of the Americas 
OCT. 16 Fuji 

NOV. 6 Shanghai 

NOV. 19 Bahrain 


with a high-downforce version of the car on its way to both 


the drivers’ and manufacturers’ championships. Audi never 


gave up, however, and kept the drivers’ championship race 
alive deep into the eighth and final race in Bahrain. 


H For more information, go to autoweek.com/racing/other-motorsports 

and follow us on Twitter @AutoweekUSA 
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Auctions. America 


YOU SHOULDN’T GET MORE SINISTER WITH AGE. 



FORT LAUDERDALE 

APRIL 1-3, 2016 | BROWARD COUNTY CONVENTION CENTER 


Celebrating its 14th year in 2016, Auctions America’s well-established Fort Lauderdale sale is regarded as South 
Florida’s premier collector car auction. In 2015, the auction enjoyed its most successful performance to date, 
generating more than $21.3 million in sales. Defined by its quality and diversity, the 2016 offering will span the 
spectrum of the market from American classics to European sports cars, Detroit muscle, hot rods and customs, 
offering something for all automotive tastes and budgets. 

auctionsamerica.com | follow ttauctionsamerica! IT- 

Auction License: #AB1943 • Auctioneer: Brent Earlywine AU942 


2016 RACING PREVIEW \\ FORMULA E 



\\ 2014-2015 RECAP 

■ ENERGY MANAGEMENT IS THE KEY TO SUCCESS IN 
Formula E. The Nextev Team China Racing crew and lead driver 
Nelson Piquet Jr. best cracked that particular nut. An amazing 
comeback from a poor qualifying for the second race at the dou- 
bleheader finale in London gave him the title by a solitary point. 

Renault e.dams driver Sebastien Buemi-the only driver to win 
three times during the season-would have been champion but 
for a pit-lane infraction that cost him the win in Moscow. 



■ Robin Frijns has been 
a winner in every type of car 
he’s raced. He won the Formula 
Renault 3.5 title in 201 2 and 
was the champion last year in 
the Blancpain GT Series. 



OUR PICK 


■ Sebastien Buemi has 

the best car under him with 
the Renault e.dams squad and 
should roll to the championship. 
He’s currently the all-time leader 
in series wins with five. 


BOLD PREDICTIONS 
FOR 2016 

■ The title battle will be an 
affair exclusively fought out be- 
tween Renault e.dams and Abt 
Audi Sport. 

■ The 2016-17 calendar will fea- 
ture more than the current 1 0 
rounds. 

■ Expect a landslide of new man- 
ufacturers to announce intentions 
to join the series. The FIA con- 
firmed in December that Jaguar 
will join the series as a new manu- 
facturer for 2016-17. 


CURRENT STANDINGS 

(THROUGH FOUR ROUNDS) 


Sebastien Buemi 80 

Lucas di Grassi 76 

Sam Bird 52 

LoTc Duval 32 

Jerome D’Ambrosio 30 


REMAINING 2015-16 
SCHEDULE 

MARCH 1 2 Mexico City 

APRIL 2 Long Beach, CA 

APRIL 23 Paris 

MAY 21 Berlin 

JUNE 4 Moscow 

JULY 3 London 



FUTURE WORLD 

FORMULA E FOLLOWS ROAD TO GOAL 


BY GARY WATKINS 

□ FORMULAE SET 
out on a course in 
2015-16 — the second season 
of the FIA electric-vehicle 
series — that will eventually 
end of the practice of each 
driver swapping to a second 
car to complete a race. The 
first step for year two, which 
kicked off in Beijing in 
September, was to allow 
teams to produce their own 
electric powertrains and 
enjoy a small increase in 
power outputs. 

This is all part of a new 
road map pointing toward 
single-car races. 

The initial plan called for 
teams to be able to develop 
their own batteries, in place 
of the spec unit produced by 
Williams Advanced Engine- 
ering, for season three. That 
has been dropped in favor 
of a new one-make battery 
from the sister company of 
the Williams Formula One 
team for seasons three and 
four. A scheduled increase in 
power for season three has 
also been abandoned. 

The introduction of a sin- 
gle car was scheduled for 
2018-19 in the original road 


map laid out early last year, 
but teams believe this could 
be a year too early. However, 
FIA president Jean Todt feels 
the date should be moved 
forward rather than back. 

That's a strategy that 
could sit well with some of 
the manufacturers waiting in 
the wings to join the Formu- 
la E grid. BMW has stated 
that car-swapping sends the 
wrong message about the 
range of electric vehicles. 

Freeing up the rules to 
allow manufacturers to 
showcase their technology 
will be key for Formula E as 
the series develops from its 
one-make roots. Indian car- 
maker Mahindra, Monegas- 
que electric supercar builder 
Venturi, Audi with the Abt 
team, and Renault signed up 
for season one. Citroen sub- 
brand DS has joined them all 
for 2015-16, while Jaguar an- 
nounced this past December 
that it would enter the fray 
in 2016-17 in a partnership 
with Williams. 

Series boss Alejandro 
Agag predicts that a landslide 
of manufacturers is waiting 
to join the series. But it is a 
question of when, not if, 
others come along. ^ 


H For more Formula E information, go to autoweek.com/ 
racing and follow us on Twitter @ AutoweekUSA 
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GROW 2016 RACING PREVIEW 


SPEED VISION 



SCOTT SPEED, VW ENJOY SUCCESS IN NEW HOME 


BY ALANIS KING 

MUCH OF SCOTT SPEED'S 
racing career has been an inconsis- 
tent narrative. He's jumped from disci- 
pline to discipline, usually failing to 
settle down for more than a few years. 

Winning the Red Bull Global Rally- 
cross championship title, though — 
that was a comeback story. 

A driver who's competed in Formula 
One, NASCAR, IndyCar, ARCA and 
Formula E, Speed gave the GRC a try 
in 2013, winning his first series start. 

In 2015, he won a series championship, 
giving Volkswagen Andretti Rally cross 
the checkered flag at the finale. 

"I think what made the GRC cham- 
pionship so special was the fact that 


we had to come from so far behind," 
Speed said. "We did well in the first 
race, and obviously, we won (the) X 
Games (no-points race), but that 
didn't really count." 

Ken Block led the points much of 
the season, but a series of crashes and 
bad luck dropped him to seventh. 

"Ken is easily pretty good for one or 
two big chunks over the weekend, but 
from a championship perspective, he 
can have a hard time," Speed said. 

Speed believes GRC is the next big 
thing in American motorsports; he 
expects more drivers from other racing 
disciplines to give the series a shot. 

"It'll be exciting to see how it plays 
out, and what the future holds here," 
Speed said. Q 



H For more Global Rallycross information throughout the season, go to 
autoweek.com/racing/rally and follow us on Twitter @AutoweekUSA 



\\ 2015 RECAP 


SCOTT SPEED TOOK VOLKSWAGEN AND ANDRETTI 
Autosport to the top in the team’s second GRC season. 
Meanwhile, Speed’s teammate Tanner Foust came into the 
finale with a shot at the championship or at least a 1 -2 finish for 
Andretti, but he finished ninth in the finale to allow Sebastian 
Eriksson to sneak into second place in the championship. 



■ Patrik Sandell finished 
eighth in the 201 5 GRC 
standings, but set high ex- 
pectations for this season. 
The Bryan Herta Rallysport 
Ford Performance driver 
managed five top-five finish- 
es and a win across 1 2 
races. As the season pro- 
gressed, champion Speed 
said he felt Sandell was his 
biggest title challenger-per- 
haps a telling sign for 201 6 
success. 



■ It’s hard to bet against 
Scott Speed for a second 
straight title. He is under 
contract with Andretti Auto- 
sport through 201 7 and fig- 
ures to be a driver to beat 
for at least the next few sea- 
sons. He set the pace early 
in his GRC career-winning 
his first start in 201 3-and 
hasn’t slowed down. He had 
three victories in 201 5 and 
was on the podium for eight 
of 1 2 points races. 


BOLD PREDICTIONS 
FOR 2016 

■ Steve Arpin claims his first win. 

■ Scott Speed wins the most 
races. 

■ Ford’s streak of five manufac- 
turers’ titles ends in 201 6. 


2015 FINAL STANDINGS 


1 . 

Scott Speed 

456 

2. 

Sebastian Eriksson 

400 

3. 

Tanner Foust 

388 


2015 GRC LIGHTS 
STANDINGS 


1 . 

Oliver Eriksson 

501 

2. 

Austin Cindric 

473 

3. 

Miles Maroney 

441 


2016 RED BULL 


GLOBAL RALLYCROSS 
SCHEDULE 

MAY 21 -22 

Phoenix 

NBCSN 

JUNE 4 

Dallas 

NBCSN 

JUNE 18-1 9 

Daytona 

NBCSN 

JULY 2-3 

Military Base (Site TBA) 

NBCSN 

JULY 30 

Washington DC 

NBCSN 

AUG. 28 
TBA 

NBCSN 

SEPT. 1 7 

Seattle 

NBCSN 

OCT. 8-9 

Los Angeles 

NBCSN 


FEBRUARY 22, 201 6 AUTOWEEK 41 



2016 RACING PREVIEW \\ MORE RACING 


NOT DONE YE1 

A HANDFUL OF OTHER RACING SERIES 
YOU’LL WANT TO CHECK OUT THIS YEAR 

BY AUTOWEEK STAFF 




INDY LIGHTS 


ARCA 


■ THE ARCA RACING 
Series remains professional 
stock-car racing’s cult classic, 
and its future remains bright 
entering the 201 6 season. 
This is the second year the 
division is using a cost-cutting 
spec motor, and car counts 
in the series are expected to 
rise as a result. 

Defending champion 
Grant Enfinger has grad- 
uated to NASCAR’s Camping 
World Truck Series but 
talented characters like 
Matt Kurzejewski, Tommy 
Hessert and Josh Williams 
are likely to carry the torch 
and compete for the champi- 
onship. Emerging top 
prospects- 1 5-year-olds 
Christian Eckes and Todd 
Gilliland— also will see time 
behind the wheel in races in 
which they are age eligible. 

The ARCA schedule is the 
most diverse in motorsports, 
running eight superspeedways, 
eight short tracks, two dirt 


tracks and a single road 
course. ARCA has something 
for everyone in 201 6. 

2015 CHAMPION 

Grant Enfinger 

2016 ARCA RACING 

SERIES SCHEDULE 

FEB. 13 

(FS1) Daytona Beach 

APRIL 9 

Nashville 

APRIL 24 

Salem, IN 

APRIL 29 

(FS1) Talladega 

MAY 22 

Toledo, OH 

MAY 28 

Millville, NJ 

JUNE 3 

(FS1) Long Pond, PA 

JUNE 10 

(FS1) Brooklyn, Ml 

JUNE 19 

Madison, Wl 

JUNE 26 

Winchester, IN 

JULY 9 

(FS2) Newton, IA 

JULY 22 

(FS1) Brownsburg, IN 

JULY 29 

(FS1) Long Pond, PA 

AUG. 6 

Marne, Ml 

AUG. 21 

Springfield, IL 

SEPT. 4 

Du Ouoin, IL 

SEPT. 10 

Salem, IN 

SEPT. 15 

(FS1) Joliet, IL 

SEPT. 23 

(FS2) Sparta, KY 

OCT. 14 

(FS1) Kansas City, KS 


■ SPENCER PIGOT HAS 
moved on, Santiago Urrutia 
and Neil Alberico have moved 
up. That’s the scene setter for 
the Indy Lights season. 

Pigot, pictured above, is 
now in IndyCar after winning 
six Indy Lights races and the 
title in ’1 5 for Juncos Racing. 
Urrutia or Alberico could fill 
the void, the pair finishing 
1 -2 last year in Pro Mazda. 

Urrutia is driving for the 
Schmidt Peterson Motor- 
sports with Curb-Agajanian 
team that has won eight Indy 
Lights entrant titles, including 
last year’s. 

Urrutia won three Pro 
Mazda races last year to 
take the championship by 
53 points. His new teammate 
is RC Enerson. Alberico 
led Pro Mazda last year with 
four race wins; his new digs 
are with Carlin Motorsport, 
also fielding Ed Jones and 
Felix Serralles. 


2015 CHAMPION 

Spencer Pigot 


TRANS AM 


■ THE 201 6 TRANS AM 
Series should show continued 


TA5 intends to accommo- 
date the growing Porsche 


2016 INDY LIGHTS 

growth, as the tour expands to 

community; it runs Hoosier 

SCHEDULE 


include five separate divisions. 

Racing Tire slicks rather than 

MARCH 12-13 

NBCSN 

In addition to the marquee TA 

the DOT tires the rest of the 

St. Petersburg, FL 


and TA2, Trans Am has now 

TA3 class runs. 


APRIL 2 

NBCSN 

expanded the reach of the 



Phoenix 


former TA3 to include TA3, 



APRIL 23-24 

NBCSN 

TA4 and TA5 in response to 

2015 CHAMPIONS 

Birmingham, AL 


increased interest. 

TA: Amy Ruman 


MAY 13-14 

NBCSN 

TA3 now features cars 

TA2: Gar Robinson 

Indianapolis 


previously included in the 

TA3 AMERICAN MUSCLE: 

Frnip Frpnpi<? Ir 

MAY 27 

NBCSN 

International Group. It includes, 

1 1 1 MU 1 1 G.I IUIO Ol ■ 

TA3 INTERNATIONAL: 

Indianapolis 


but is not restricted to, Aston 

Lee Saunders 


JUNE 25-26 

NBCSN 

Martin GT4s, BMW M3/E46/ 



Elkhart Lake,WI 


E36s, Chevrolet Corvettes 



JULY 10 

NBCSN 

and Dodge Vipers. TA4 has 

201 6 TRANS AM SERIES 

Newton, IA 


cars previously eligible for 

SCHEDULE 


JULY 16-17 

NBCSN 

TA3, taking in the age-old 

MARCH 4-5 

Sebring, FL 

Toronto 


production battle between 

APRIL 9-10 

Brazelton, GA 

JULY 30-31 

NBCSN 

the Chevrolet Camaro, the 

MAY 14-1 5 Watkins Glen, NY 

Lexington, OH 


Ford Mustang and the 

JUNE 10-12 
JULY 2-3 

Millville, NJ 
Brainerd, MN 

SEPT. 4 

NBCSN 

Dodge Challenger. 

AUG. 11-13 

Lexington, OH 

Boston 


Trans Am hopes to replicate 

AUG. 25-27 

Elkhart Lake, Wl 

SEPT. 10-11 

NBCSN 

the “Pony Wars” that made the 

SEPT. 23-24 

Alton, VA 

Monterey, CA 


series a hit when it first debuted. 

OCT. 8-10 

Homestead, FL 
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■ THE 201 6 SEASON, THE 
Pirelli World Challenge’s 27th, 
could be the most viewed in 
the competitive, entertaining 
series’ history. 

PWC’s most notable 
story is Cadillac and Johnny 
O’Connell’s domination. 

The 53-year-old, right, has 
won the last four GT class titles 
and has shown no signs of 
slowing down in the closing 
stages of his career. 

Diversity and participation 
remain Pirelli World Challenge 
staples, as seven classes 
remain on the docket this 


season-GT, GTA, GT 


Cup, GTS, Touring Car, 

TCA and TCB. 

All told, more than 1 00 
entries are expected to com- 
pete in 201 6. 

2015 CHAMPIONS 

GT: Johnny O’Connell 
GTA: Frank Montecalvo 
GT Cup: Colin Thompson 
GTS: Michael Cooper 
TC: Corey Fergus 
TCS: Jason Wolfe 


2016 PIRELLI WORLD 
CHALLENGE SCHEDULE 

March 3-6 CBSSN* 

Austin, TX 

March 11-13 CBSSN 

St. Petersburg, FL 
April 15-17 CBSSN 

Long Beach, CA 

April 22-24 CBSSN 

Birmingham, AL 

May 19-22 CBSSN 

Bowmanville, ONT 


May 27-27 CBSSN 

Lakeville, CT 

June 23-26 CBSSN 

Elkhart Lake, Wl 

July 29-30 CBSSN 

Lexington, OH 

Aug. 12-14 CBSSN 

Tooele, UT 

Sept. 16-18 CBSSN 

Sonoma, CA 

Oct. 7-9 CBSSN 

Monterey, CA 

*CBSSN = CBS Sports Network 


I MSA CONTINENTAL TIRE 
SPORTSCAR CHALLENGE 



■ THE SPORTSCAR 
Challenge series is guaran- 
teed a new Grand Sport 
champion, as defending 
titlists Andrew Davis and 
Robin Liddell with Stevenson 
Motors ports have graduated 
to the WeatherTech Sports- 
Car Championship. 

The GS division is strug- 
gling to find participants-only 
eight cars started the season 
opener at Daytona. Perhaps 
offsetting those concerns is 
the ST class; it had 20-plus 
cars start Daytona. 

This season has a diverse 
schedule, including many of 
road racing’s premiere venues 
such as Sebring, Laguna 
Seca and Watkins Glen. 


NASCAR K&N EAST/WEST 


■ THE K&N SERIES HAS 
been NASCAR’s best-kept 
secret over the past several 
years, providing a platform for 
developing drivers while also 
delivering among the best overall 
on-track products in racing. 

K&N is really just glorified Late 


EAST 

2015 NASCAR K&N EAST 
CHAMPION 

William Byron 


2016 NASCAR K&N EAST 
SERIES SCHEDULE 


WEST 

2015 NASCAR K&N WEST 
CHAMPION 

Chris Eggleston 


2016 NASCAR K&N WEST 
SERIES SCHEDULE 


Model racing, but the tracks are 
some of the best in short track. 
Top prospects racing at classic 
venues like Bowman Gray Stad- 
ium and Greenville Pickens Stad- 
ium makes for a neat dichotomy, 
especially since many series win- 
ners work their way to the top 
levels of NASCAR. Enjoy Har- 
rison Burton, Todd Gilliland, 
Justin Haley and Tyler Dippel 
while you can-based on the suc- 
cess of some recent tour grads, 
they aren’t long for K&N. 


FEB. 14 New 

Smyrna Beach, FL 

MARCH 1 2 

Mobile, AL 

MARCH 26 

Easley, SC 

APRIL 16 

Bristol, TN 

APRIL 30 

Alton, VA 

MAY 30 

Thornburg, VA 

JUNE 17 

Stafford Spring, CT 

JULY 2 

Columbus, OH 

JULY 16 

Loudon, NH 

JULY 29 

Newton, IA 

AUG. 5 

Watkins Glen, NY 

SEPT. 5 

Easley, SC 

SEPT. 1 7 

Millville, NJ 

SEPT. 30 

Dover, DE 


MARCH 19 

Irwindale, CA 

APRIL 2 

Bakersfield, CA 

MAY 7 

Tucson, AZ 

MAY 21 

San Bernardino, CA 

JUNE 11 

Dacono, CO 

JUNE 25 

Sonoma. CA 

JULY 9 

Post Falls, ID 

JULY 29 

Newton, IA 

AUG. 13 

Monroe, WA 

AUG. 27 

Roseburg, OR 

SEPT. 10-11 

Tooele, UT 

SEPT. 24 

Meridian, ID 

OCT. 1 5 

Roseville, CA 


2015 CHAMPIONS 

GRAND SPORT 

Andrew Davis 
Robin Liddell 

STREET TUNER 

Steve McAleer 
Chad McCumbee 


2016 SCHEDULE 

JAN. 27-29 Daytona Beach, FL 
MARCH 17-18 Sebring, FL 
APRIL 29-30 Monterey, CA 
JUNE 30-JULY 2 Watkins Glen 
JULY 8-9 Bowmanville, ONT 
JULY 22-23 Lakeville, CT 
AUG. 5-6 Elkhart Lake, Wl 
AUG. 26-27 Danville, VA 
SEPT. 14-16 Austin, TX 
SEPT. 28-30 Braselton, GA 

Note: All races will be shown, 
tape-delayed, on Fox Sports 1. 
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Clint Brawner, 
right, was a 
mechanic who 
prepped cars 
for Bill Vukovich 
and AJ. Foyt 
steered the 
Hawks through a 
’60s run capped 
by Andretti’s win. 


INDY SHAPED BY 
MORE THAN JUST 
RACERS 

AUTOWEEK BREAKS DOWN SOME OF THE 
WELL-KNOWN AND NOT-SO-WELL-KNOWN 
INDIANAPOLIS LEGENDS 


movll 



□ THE INDIANAPOLIS 500 IS A COLLECTION OF 
758 starting drivers folded into 99 races over 105 
years, led by the likes of A .J. Foyt, Mario Andretti, 
Rick Mears and the Unsers — and those are just the influences 
most of you know about. But what about those who impacted 
the legendary race in ways less chronicled? These are the Lem 
Trotters and Clarence Cagles, the Carl Fishers and Joe Clou- 
tiers. Before Jim Nabors became a fixture on an Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway microphone, the dulcet tones of Tom 
Carnegie and Sid Collins could be heard. 

The 500 is more than Granatelli, Gurney and Guthrie; Gable 
and Garner are there, too. And before the race was dominated 
by cars owned by Roger Penslce and Chip Ganassi, Duesenbergs 
and Millers paced the field. Lou Moore was an influential driver 
and car owner. Add Alberto Ascari and Nigel Mansell to the list 
of European drivers as important to the 500's success as Jim 
Clark and Graham Hill. We've gathered 100 names; here are 50: 


BILLY ARNOLD: Only raced in 
the 500 five times but led three 
for a total of 41 0 laps, a figure 
still ranking 1 2th all-time. Won 
from pole in 1 930. 

J.C. AG AJ AN IAN: Aggie’s Indy 
winners were Troy Ruttman 
and Parnelli Jones. 

GEORGE BIGNOTTI: 

Winningest chief mechanic 
in race history (seven from 
1961-83). 

CLINT BRAWNER: Mechanic 
who prepped cars for Bill Vuk- 
ovich and AJ. Foyt steered the 
Hawks through a ’60s run 
capped by Andretti’s win. 

CLARENCE CAGLE: Was 

recruited by Tony Hulman to 
rework the dilapidated Speed- 
way after World War II, and he 
worked another 30-plus years. 
IMS Hall of Fame Museum was 
one of his final projects. 

COLIN CHAPMAN: After his 
rear-engine Lotus won in 1 965 
with Jim Clark, no front-engine 
car would win Indy again. 


GASTON CHEVROLET: Kid 

brother of the Chevrolet clan 
and the only one to win the 
500 as a driver (1 920). 

JOE CLOUTIER: Was Tony 
Hulman’s right-hand man, 
leading the Speedway trans- 
formation after WWII, and he 
succeeded Hulman as presi- 
dent in 1 977. 



SID COLLINS: The original 
Voice of the 500 who coined 
phrase “Greatest Spectacle 
in Racing." 

DONALD DAVIDSON: IMS his- 
torian saw his first 500 in 1 964. 

RALPH DEPALMA: Italian-born 
driver was considered the most 
successful U.S.-based driver of 
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IMS MEDIA (2) 






ANOTHER SEASON 
ANOTHER CHANCE TO 

MAKE HISTORY 

WHATEVER YOU DRIVE 
\7/ DRIVE A FIRESTONE 



COMP WINDYCAR 



the sport’s earliest days. His 
only win came in 1 91 5, but he 
led 196 of 200 laps in 1912. 
Won two poles. 

PETER DEPAOLO: The 1 925 

winner was the first to complete 
500 miles in less than five 
hours, thus averaging better 
than 1 00 mph. 

MARK DONOHUE: The first 
of Roger Penske’s 1 1 drivers 
to win the 500. 

CARL FISHER: Entrepreneur 
was the leader of a group 
financing and building the 


Speedway. He convinced 
partners to install 3.2 million 
bricks for the racing surface, 
creating “the Brickyard." 

KEVIN FORBES: The track’s 
director of engineering for 
most of the past 25 years. 

CLARK GABLE: Legendary 
actor was an old friend of Tony 
Hulman’s, and he is pictured in 
an iconic 1 947 photograph of 
turn one. Also starred in racing 
movie “To Please a Lady." 

JAMES GARNER: As Bobby 
Rahal notes, few had more of 


an influence on young men 
wanting to be race-car drivers 
than James Garner in the 
1 966 Oscar-winning movie 
“Grand Prix.” 

DAN GURNEY: Encouraged 
Colin Chapman to try Indy, 
but Gurney never won the 
race as a driver. 

JANET GUTHRIE: First of the 
nine women to earn a starting 
spot, although she didn’t make 
it in her first try (1 976). 

JIM HALL: One-time FI driver 
designed the Chaparral that 


Johnny Rutherford won with 
in 1980. 

GRAHAM HILL: Won the 500 

in his first start, in 1 966. 

TED HORN: Delivered the 
most impressive run of 500 
success for a non-winner (nine 
consecutive top-four finishes 
from 1936-48). 

JIM HURTUBISE: The bravest 
of the brave who set a track 
record in 1 960 but never had 
a top-1 0 finish. 



GORDON JOHNCOCK: Won 

the race everyone wanted to for- 
get (1 973) and the race no one 
could forget (1 982). 

FRANK KURTIS: Designed 
five race-winning cars from 
1950-55. 

ARIE LUYENDYK: The Flying 
Dutchman is best known as 
a two-time 500 winner, but he 
also holds the one- and four- 
lap qualifying records that 
might never be broken. 

REX MAYS: Started on the 
front row seven times in 1 2 
starts but never won the race. 

JIM MCKAY: Veteran broad- 
caster was ABC’s lead an- 
nouncer 1 4 times and hosted 
first live flag-to-flag coverage 
in 1986. 

RICK MEARS: The third mem- 
ber of the four-time winner’s 
club is considered the ultimate 
Team Penske driver and the 
icon of his generation for the 
way he carried himself. 
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2016 VERIZON INDYCAR SERIES 



SOnS INDYCAR SERIES CHAMPION SCOTT OIXON 




verizon 

indycar 

series 


INDYCAR.COM 


FOR LIVE TIMING AND SCORING, UPCOMING RACE 
DETAILS AND TO BE RART OF THIS LEGENDARY SEASON. 
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LOUIS MEYER: As a driver, 
had several Indy firsts in 1936 
(three-time winner, BorgWarner 
Trophy recipient, drank milk in 
victory lane). He also co-owned 
the Offy engine program that 
won 1 8 straight 500s. 

TOMMY MILTON: The 500’s 
first two-time winner. 

LOU MOORE: Never won the 
500 as a driver but did so five 
times as an entrant on either 
side of World War II. 

DANICA PATRICK: More than 
Indy’s most famous female 
driver, she finished top 1 0 
in six of her seven 500s. 

ROGER PENSKE: Easily the 
most successful team owner 
in 500 history, with 1 6 wins 
among 1 1 different drivers, but 
it’s noteworthy he turned down 
a chance to take a rookie test 
in 1 965. That seat went to 
Mario Andretti. 



WILLY T. RIBBS: Broke Indy’s 
color barrier with a 1 991 start. 
Made the field a second time 
in 1993. 

TIM RICHMOND: Only a two- 
time 500 starter, but Parnelli 
Jones ranks him as one of the 
event’s best drivers. 

EDDIE RICKENBACKER: 

America’s greatest ace and 
four-time 500 starter is better 
known at Indy for being track 
boss from 1 927 until he sold 
to Tony Hulman in 1 945. 

MAURI ROSE: Only driver to 
win the 500 on either side of 
World War II, and his 1 941 win 


didn’t come in the car he sat on 
the pole with. Became a three- 
time champion with back-to- 
back wins in ’47 and ’48. 

TROY RUTTMAN: Continues to 
be the youngest 500 winner in 
history. He was 22 years, 80 
days when he won in 1 952. 

WILBUR SHAW: Posted an in- 
credible driving record at Indy 
(three wins, three seconds and 
a shared third) and was key to 
finding Tony Hulman to pur- 


chase the track in 1 945. Also 
was first to win back to back. 

DEAN SICKING: His group 
designed the SAFER barrier, 
first at Indy. 

TOM SNEVA: Known more 
for being the first to break the 
200-mph barrier (and winning 
three poles) than for winning 
the race in 1 983. 

JACKIE STEWART: Three-time 
world champion made only two 


500 starts, but he was a TV 
analyst for 1 0 races starting 
in 1971. 

TONY STEWART: Hoosier 
never won his beloved 500 but 
started on pole as a rookie in 
1 996 after teammate Scott 
Brayton died in a crash. 

LEM TROTTER: There is always 
an unsung person in the group, 
and this is the man who discov- 
ered four 80-acre plots of farm- 
land and presented them to his 
friend, Carl Fisher, to purchase. 
The rest is history. 

BOBBY UNSER: Not only 
did Big Al’s big brother win 
three 500s, he won them in 
three different decades (’68, 

’75 and ’81), the only Indy 
driver to do that. 

LINDA VAUGHN: She became 
synonymous with Indy as Miss 
Hurst Golden Shifter, a stroke 
of marketing genius. 

BILL VUKOVICH: Won the 

1 953 and 1 954 500s and 
was leading in 1 955 when he 
was fatally injured in a back- 
stretch flip. 

AJ. WATSON: Cars he built 
won five straight 500s, twice 
finishing first and second, in 
the 1 950s and ’60s. All were 
roadsters, although he won an 
award for his first rear-engine 
design. His last win was in 
1 964 with another A.J., a 
driver named Foyt. 

SMOKEY YUNICK: It’s said 
Yunick liked stock-car racing 
but loved competing at Indy. 

His last innovative effort was a 
twin-turbo, small-block Chevy 
that rookie Jerry Karl used to 
make the 1973 race. 

-AUTOWEEK STAFF 


H For a look at other top 
names in Indianapolis 
500 lore-call it the Autoweek 
100-visit bit.ly/aw-100names 
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'MEGA SHOW' 
AT DAYTONA 

CORVETTES RACE TO CLOSEST CLASS FINISH IN 
ROLEX 24 HISTORY; ESM TAKES OVERALL WIN 


BY GARY WATKINS 

CORVETTE RACING 
allowed its drivers to race 
and race hard to set up 
what must have been one of the 
most thrilling finishes in the Rolex 
24 at Daytona's history. What's more, 


the finish didn't even need a late-race 
caution to make it exciting. 

The battle for the GT Le Mans class 
between the Chevrolet Corvette C7.Rs of 
drivers Oliver Gavin and Antonio Garcia 
over the final laps of the opening round 
of the IMS A WeatherTech SportsCar 
Championship was nothing short of 


mind-blowing. Gavin was able to hang on 
to the win, claiming the Rolex Daytona 
timepieces for himself and teammates 
Tommy Milner and Marcel Fassler. 

Gavin won by less than a car length, 
despite ever so briefly losing the lead 
at the start of the penultimate lap. 

"On the last lap, I was thinking I had 
just enough on him, but then he towed 
up behind me," Gavin said. "It was like 
the (finish) line was just going away from 
me. I couldn't get there fast enough." 

Garcia said the finish was a great way 
to kick off Corvette Racing's season. 

"Oliver is very experienced and didn't 
make any mistakes, even though I was 
really pushing him very hard," Garcia 
said. "We put on a mega show for all the 
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With a thrilling 1-2 finish, Corvette dominated the GT Le Mans Class at the 
54th Rolex 24 at DAYTONA? Chevrolet precision engineering powered the 
C7.R drivers for 24 intense hours and set a record for the closest margin 
of victory. The combination of great drivers, engineering and teamwork 
led to these remarkable results. 





COMP \\ ROLEX 24 


Corvette fans. It is amazing that we have 
a Corvette 1-2. 1 feel very good about it. 
I'm happy for Oliver, Tommy and Marcel. 
We'll be ready to fight back at Sebring." 

Chevrolet's faith in its drivers to put 
on a show when one touch could have 
handed the win to the factory Porsche in 
third position was refreshing. Even more 
amazing was it allowed Garcia to show 
the C7.R's true pace in a category where 
the speed of the different cars is matched 
under the Balance of Performance rules. 
The Spaniard's string of fastest laps could 
come back to haunt Corvette Racing later 
if IMSA decides to dial it back. 

Chevrolet's newly arrived homegrown 


rival didn't have a good race in the 
Ford GT's debut. The two Chip Ganassi 
Racing-run cars had their problems, in- 
cluding an electrical issue resulting in 
both cars sticking in gear early in the 
race. Both GTs finished but were a dis- 
tant 32 and 142 laps behind the winning 
Chevys. Ford and Multimatic, developing 
both road and race GTs, admitted disap- 
pointment after the race, but stressed 
there was no need for panic. The GT's 
ultimate goal is the 24 Hours of Le Mans 
in June, and there are a lot of race and 
test miles between now and then. 

The Extreme Speed Motorsports squad 
achieved a lot of Daytona firsts: The 


Tequila Patron- sponsored Ligier-Honda 
JSP2 shared by Luis Felipe "Pipo" Derani, 
Scott Sharp, Johannes van Overbeek and, 
very briefly, Ed Brown, won overall. It 
was the first win for a French car, the first 
for Honda and, of course, the first time an 
LMP2-class car vanquished the Daytona 
Prototypes in the 24 Hours since the U.S. 
sports-car racing series merged in 2014. 

The second-generation Audi R8 LMS 
notched a GT Daytona class win courtesy 
of Magnus Racing. Audi factory driver 
Rene Rast had to eke out a tank of fuel 
to claim the win together with Marco 
Seefried, Andy Lally and John Potter, but 
it was close. The Konrad Lamborghini 


Clockwise from top: JDC-Miller Motorsports won in the Prototype 
Challenge category. The Magnus Racing Audi R8 LMS GT3 took 
care of business in the GT Daytona class. Tequila Patron ESM 
was the overall winner and class of the Prototypes at Daytona. 
However, the Ford GT struggled to stay on the racetrack. 





TAKEAWAYS 

■ LMP2 machinery can now 
race with the DPs on equal 
terms, or at least cars using 
the new 3.5-liter Honda Perfor- 
mance twin-turbo V8 can. 

■ Governing body IMSA appears 
to have adopted a less trigger- 
happy policy on yellow flags. 
There were no safety-car periods 
for the Rolex’s final two-and-a- 
half hours. 

■ The Ford GT doesn’t yet 
have the reliability, but it’s fast: 
Outside Chevrolet’s laps in the 
final hour, the Ford’s best laps 
were comparable to the class 
competition. 
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RACING ON TV 


with Fabio Babini at the wheel actually 
passed him in the closing laps, only to 
dive into the pits for fuel after the car 
coughed and sputtered on the banking. 
Turned out there was enough fuel to 
complete the race, leaving Rast to hang 
on to the win by three seconds over 
Nicky Catsburg in the Black Swan 
Racing Porsche 911 GT3-R. 

The battle for the Prototype Challenge 
class was muted without the high drama 
of last year's closing stages. Not one of 
the eight cars had a clean race — crashing 
or spinning — and, in fact, caused a num- 
ber of the 21 yellow flags. The winning 
JDC-Miller entry of Stephen Simpson, 


Chris Miller, Kenton Koch and Misha 
Goikhberg crashed in the 16th hour. 

That briefly opened the door for the 
challengers, but the margin of victory 
was still four laps. 

The PC class is aimed at the amateur, 
yet the FLM09 spec car is probably the 
hardest car to drive in the IMSA ranks, 
thanks to the pendulum effect from the 
heavy production- car engine out back. 
There are going to be changes for next 
month's Sebring 12-hour race, including 
a lightening program removing 25 pounds 
from the engine — and the introduction 
of traction control. They can't come soon 
enough if Daytona is any indication. ^ 



2016 ROLEX 24 AT DAYTONA PODIUM FINISHERS 

GT LE MANS 


PROTOTYPE 

1. Tequila 
Patron ESM 

Honda HPD Ligier 
JS P2 

■ Scott Sharp 

■ Johannes van 
Overbeek 

■ Ed Brown 

■ Luis Felipe Derani 

2. Konica Minolta 
Corvette DP for 
Wayne Taylor 
Racing 

Chevrolet 
Corvette DP 

■ Ricky Taylor 

■ Max Angelelli 

■ Jordan Taylor 

■ Rubens Barrichello 

3. VisitFlorida 
Racing 

Chevrolet 
Corvette DP 

■ Ryan Dalziel 

■ Ryan Hunter-Reay 

■ Marc Goosens 


1 . Corvette Racing 

Chevrolet 
Corvette C7.R 

■ Oliver Gavin 

■ Marcel Fassler 

■ Tommy Milner 

2. Corvette Racing 

Chevrolet 
Corvette C7.R 

■ Antonio Garcia 

■ Mike Rockenfeller 

■ Jan Magnussen 

3. Porsche North 
America 

Porsche 91 1 RSR 

■ Earl Bamber 

■ Michael 
Christensen 

■ Frederic 
Makowiecki 


GT DAYTONA 

1. Magnus Racing 

Audi R8 LMS GTS 

■ John Potter 

■ Marco Seefried 

■ Andy Lally 

■ Rene Rast 

2. Black 
Swan Racing 

Porsche 91 1 GT3-R 

■ Timothy Pappas 

■ Patrick Long 

■ Nicky Catsburg 

■ Andy Pilgrim 

3. Riley 
Motorsports 

Dodge Viper GT3-R 

■ Ben Keating 

■ Jeff Mosing 

■ Gar Robinson 

■ Eric Foss 

■ Damien Faulkner 


PROTOTYPE 

CHALLENGE 

1. JDC-Miller 
Motorsports 

Oreca FLM09 

■ Chris Miller 

■ Stephen Simpson 

■ Misha Goikhberg 

■ Kenton Koch 

2. PRI/Mathiasen 
Motorsports 

Oreca FLM09 

■ Robert Alon 

■ Jose Gutierrez 

■ Tom Kimber-Smith 

■ Nicholas Boulle 

3. BARI 
Motorsports 

Oreca FLM09 

■ Tomy Drissi 

■ Johnny Mowlem 

■ Brendan Gaughan 

■ Marc Drumwright 

■ Ricardo Vera 


FRIDAY, FEB. 26 

■ NASCAR Xfinity practice, Atlanta; 

9 a.m., 1 2:30 p.m., 2:30 pm, 

Fox Sports 1 (L) 

■ NASCAR Camping World Truck 
practice, Atlanta; 1 0 am, 1 :30 p.m., 
Fox Sports 1 (L) 

■ NASCAR Sprint Cup practice, 
Atlanta; 1 1 a.m., Fox Sports 1 (L) 

■ NASCAR Sprint Cup qualifying, 
Atlanta; 5:30 p.m., Fox Sports 1 (L) 

SATURDAY, FEB. 27 

■ NASCAR Xfinity qualifying, 

Atlanta; 8:30 a.m., Fox Sports 1 (L) 

■ NASCAR Sprint Cup practice, 
Atlanta; 1 1 :30 a.m., Fox Sports 1 (L) 

■ NASCAR Xfinity Series Heads Up 
Georgia 250, Atlanta; 1 :30 p.m., 

Fox Sports 1 (L) 

■ NASCAR Camping World 
Truck Series Georgia 200, Atlanta; 
4:30 p.m., Fox Sports 1 (L) 

■ NHRA qualifying, Phoenix; 

1 0 p.m., Fox Sports 1 (S) 

SUNDAY, FEB. 28 

■ NASCAR Sprint Cup Series 
Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500, 

Atlanta; 1 p.m., Fox (L) 

■ Carquest Auto Parts NHRA 
Nationals, Phoenix; 5 p.m., 

Fox Sports 1 (L) 

FRIDAY, MARCH 4 

■ NASCAR Sprint Cup practice, Las 
Vegas; 1 :30 p.m., Fox Sports 1 (L) 

■ NASCAR Xfinity practice, 

Las Vegas; 3:30 p.m., 6 p.m., 

Fox Sports 1 (L) 

■ NASCAR Sprint Cup qualify- 
ing, Las Vegas; 7:30 p.m., 

Fox Sports 1 (L) 

SATURDAY, MARCH 5 

■ NASCAR Sprint Cup practice, 

Las Vegas; 1 1 :30 a.m., 2:30 p.m., 
Fox Sports 1 (L) 

■ NASCAR Xfinity qualifying, Las 
Vegas; 1 :30 p.m., Fox Sports 1 (L) 

■ NASCAR Xfinity Series Boyd 
Gaming 300, Las Vegas; 4 p.m., 

Fox Sports 1 (L) 

SUNDAY, MARCH 6 

■ NASCAR Sprint Cup Kobalt 400, 
Las Vegas; 3:30 p.m., Fox (L) 

(L) = live, (S) = same day 
*AII times Eastern 
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TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION, PLEASE CALL: 800-722-7798 


WIN A NEW 2016 
PORSCHE BOXSTER 


Order Online www.kbgc.org 
or call 423-230-4160 ext. 231 


RICK HILL 



Drawing on Saturday, May 14, 2016. Tickets limited to 1,200. 



PER TICKET 


2015 Winner - Tom N., D.C. area 


Payment must accompany ticket. Deadline for internet and phone sales is 
May 11, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. EST. Tickets may be purchased at event until 8:00 p.m. EST on May 14, 2016. 
You must be 18 years of age or older to purchase a ticket. Payments are not tax deductible contributions 
and are non-refundable unless event is canceled. If 700 tickets are not sold, a full refund will be provided 
and the raffle will not occur. This is a fund-raising event and all proceeds directly benefit the Boys and 
Girls Club of Greater Kingsport, 1 Positive Place, PO Box 784, Kingsport, TN . Winner need not be 
present to win. Winner will be responsible for all federal, state and/or local taxes and any delivery/ 
shipping fees. An independent accounting firm will supervise the entries and drawing of raffle. 



\ - / / Supports 

\f ' *** Modern 

& v 115 -Senes 

** & ' ^ Engines,,, 


l 1 ...from 
Small'Btock 
to Big-Block 
Power Plants. 


Complete 

interiors. 


Precision - Crafted Original Style Corvette 
Grand Sport Round Tube Chassis 

Available with Air-Conditioning, 

Power Steering, Power Brakes r 
Electric Windows & Leather Interior R 


SURERFORMANCE. COM 




v'Huge Selection 


s£asy io Use Websife 


sFasi Skipping 


SParis -f or Your Car 


X Prices 


V As Seen Oh TV 


ALL THE PARTS YOUR C AR WILL EVER IYEED 
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1963 Shelby 289 Cobra Chassis no. CSX 2188 
2005 Porsche Carrera GT Serial no. 0949; 1,184 miles 
1997 Porsche 911 Turbo S Chassis no. 375774; 13,379 miles 
2003 Aston Martin DB AR1 Zagato Chassis no. 089; 691 miles 


REGISTER TO BID: AMELIA ISLAND, MARCH 12 

Official auction of the Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance 



RM AUCTIONS 


Sotheby's 


www.rmsothebys.com/ameliaisland 

CORPORATE +1 519 352 4575 CALIFORNIA +1 310 559 4575 UK +44 (0) 20 7851 7070 


Auction License #AB1943 / Licensed Auctioneer Max Girardo IAU4626 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION, PLEASE CALL: 800-722-7798 



Hooked n n 

driving. 


NOT ALL TRACK EVENTS 
ARE CREATED EQUAL! 


EVENTS AT 25 TRACKS IN THE U.S.! 


Classroom for Beginners 
Coaching at All Levels 


Great Lunches! 
Family Atmosphere 


Non-Competitive - Focus on Fun! 
Excellent 11 Year Safety Record 


FOR MORE INFORMATION OR ONLINE REGISTRATION, VISIT 

WWW.HOOKEDONDRIVING.COM OR CALL 888.999.0678 TODAY! 



JimHallTrackTime.com 


fCART RACING SCHOOL 

JimHallKartRacing.com 




VENTURA FAIRGROUNDS 


, - 




BAJA 



ALL INCLUSIVE 1 TO 7 DAY TRIPS'! 

Have you ever wanted to race the Baja 1000 or experience the thrill and exeitmeni 
that is off road racing but had no idea where to start? Come take a tour with 
Wide Open Excursions and experience first hand what it’s like to be racing 
through the deserts of Baja in a real offroad race car. 

Our seasoned guides will lead you through the entire adventure. 

For more information: 1-888-7&8-2252 or 1-949-635-2292 i www.wideopenhaja.com 



805 . 654. 1329 

10 East Harbor Blvd. Ventura, CA 93001 


(888) K1 -KARTS | K1SPEED.com THE PLACE TO RACE ! 
LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE 








TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION, PLEASE CALL: 800-722-7798 


The Pliers Rack II 


: ' I fHlllllUlim 
■ ■ ■ 



•tm 

Holds Pliers of All Sizes 
Made of Heavy Duty Steel 
Lifetime Guarantee 


ORGANIZE YOUR PLIERS 



mn 


The "ONLY" rack for pliers 
That mounts on a Pegboard 

Stands on top of Workbench 
Fits in a Toolbox Drawer 
Available at AMAZON.COM 


pliersrack.com 


BUY A CHANCE TO WIN A 2016 

MAZDA MX-5 MIATA GT 



■>$30,000 CASH! 


NAMED ONE OF 

CAR & DRIVER MAGAZINE'S 

2016 10 BEST CARS! 


Buy tickets online at www.CenterForEnrichedLiving.org, 
by phone at 847.948.7001, or mail-in a check payable 
to The Center for Enriched Living. 


ONLY 1 r 299 RAFFLE TICKETS WILL BE SOLD! 

Tickets are $100 each or 3 for $275. 


Drawing held at CEL's Annual Chefs' Night! 
Monday, May 2, 2016 

Winner need not be present to win. 


Enter by Monday, April 4 to be eligible for our 
$ 1,000 Early Bird drawing on Tuesday, April 5 . 

Winner will still be eligible for the grand prize drawing. 


The car raffle is sponsored by 


The 2016 Mazda MX-5 Miata GT is being provided in partnership with 

wit sow"*; © 


* # • 


oa.i 


Center for 

ENRICHED 
L MNC 


The raffle benefits The Center for Enriched Living and supports people with 
developmental disabilities. 

Please visit www.CenterForEnrichedLiving.org for the Official Rules. 

The Center for Enriched Living, 280 Saunders Road, Riverwoods, IL 60015 
Raffle licensed by the Villages of Riverwoods and Lincolnshire. 


To some, sunglasses are a fashion accessory. . . 

But When Driving, These 
Sunglasses May Save Your Life! 

Drivers' Alert: Driving in fall and winter can expose you to the most 
dangerous glare... do you know how to protect yourself? 



S ometimes it does take a rocket scientist. A NASA 
rocket scientist. Some ordinary sunglasses can 
obscure your vision by exposing your eyes to harmful 
UV rays, blue light, and reflective glare. They can 
also darken useful vision-enhancing light. But now, 
independent research conducted by scientists from 
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory has brought forth 
ground-breaking technology to help protect human eye- 
sight from the harmful effects of solar radiation light. 
This superior lens technology was first discovered when 
NASA scientists looked to nature for a means to superior 
eye protection— specifically, by studying the eyes of 
eagles, known for their extreme visual acuity. This 
discovery resulted in what is now known as Eagle Eyes®. 

The Only Sunglass Technology Certified by the Space 
Foundation for UV and Blue-Light Eye Protection. 

Eagle Eyes® features the most advanced eye protection 
technology ever created. The TriLenium® 

Lens Technology offers triple-filter 
polarization to block 99.9% UVA 
and UVB — plus the added benefit 
of blue-light eye protection. Eagle 
Eyes® is the only optic technology 
that has earned official recognition 
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from the Space Certification Program for this remarkable 
technology. Now, that’s proven science-based protection. 

The finest optics: And buy one, get one FREE! We are 

so excited for you to try the Eagle Eyes® breakthrough 
technology that we will give you a second pair of Eagle 
Eyes® Navigator™ Sunglasses FREE — a $99 value! 
That’s two pairs to protect your eyes with the best 
technology available for less than the price of one pair 
of traditional sunglasses. You get a pair of Navigators 
with stainless steel black frames and the other with 
stainless steel gold, plus two micro-fiber drawstring 
cleaning pouches are included. 

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. If you are not 

astounded with the Eagle Eyes® technology, enjoying 
clearer, sharper and more glare-free vision, simply 
return one pair within 60 days for a full refund of the 
purchase price. The other pair is yours to keep. Don’t 
leave your eyes in the hands of fashion designers, 
entrust them to the best scientific minds on earth. Wear 
your Eagle Eyes® Navigators with absolute confidence, 
knowing your eyes are protected with technology that 
was bom in space for the human race, 
f Special price only for customers using the offer code 
versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code. 


. Studies by the National Highway 

Navigator Black Traffic Safety Administration 

Stainless Steel (NHTSA) show that most (74%) 

Sunglasses of the crashes occurred 

on clear, sunny days 

Receive the Navigator™ Gold Sunglasses 
(a $ 99 value) FREE! just for trying the 
Navigator™ Black 

Navigator™ 

Gold Stainless 
Steel Sunglasses 

Eagle Eyes® Navigator™ Sunglasses 
Off er Code Pri ce $49 + S&P Save $50 
PLUS receive the Navigator™ Gold absolutely 
FREE! — 2 pairs for the price of one! 



1-800-333-2045 


Your Insider Offer Code: EEN 339-02 

You must use this offer code to get our special price. 


Sauer 


Rating of A+ 




14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. EEN339-02 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.Stauer.com 






TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION, PLEASE CALL: 800-722-7798 


YOUR LIVING ROOM MAY GET JEALOUS. 

Premium custom metal cabinets for garages, workshops, toy barns 
and commercial spaces. Family owned and USA made. 



877-966-2253 | www.baldheadcabinets.com Premium Metal Cabinets 



Simek Recreation Center 
2016 Shelby GT 500 Raffle 

MAYHA is federal tax exempt 501c3 non-profit organization Non-profit Charity 

DRAWING HELD APRIL 22TH, 2016 
$30/ Ticket or 4 for $100 



ONLY 6,500 TICKETS SOLD 


526hp V8 • Triple Yellow Tri-Coat w/Ebony Race Stripes 
Technology Package • Tremec 6-speed Manual 
Heated & Cooled Seats • Ebony Leather Interior • MRP $58,465 


To reserve your ticket please call (888)973-7000 

Visit us at: www.winashelbygt500.com or Email: info@winashelbygt500.com 
for official contest rules. 

Winner is responsible for ALL taxes and has 30 days to claim prize. 
MAYHA does not sell or give out any of the information on this form. 



I’VE METc«aS 
MY COVER"”” 


MiCROBEAD 

MicrobeadCarCovers.com 

888 - 627-1129 


Free 2-Day Shipping 

Code: AW2DAY 

(CONTINENTAL USA) 

TEXT YOUR YEAR, MAKE AND MODEL 
TO 617 - 657-4212 FOR MORE INFO 


BMW & MINI upgrades 


( ■ More horsepower, better handling 
i Free shipping over $150 (most orders) 
i Free full-color catalog 


| m BAVARIAN 

■ ■autosport 

BMW since 1974. MINI since 2002. 

800.535.2002 BavAuto.com 
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RATED 


RATED 


'RADLEY 


CIGARS 


STARTER SET IV 

10 CIGARS 
+HUMIDOR 

LIMITED TIME OFFER 

$ 29.99 


A *203 VALUE! 


Starter Set IV Includes: 

Rocky Patel Decade 
Alec Bradley Prensado 
Oliva Serie 'O' 

Cohiba Red Dot 
Casa Magna 
Gurkha Centurian 


*Please add $ 6.99 s/h. Taxes on orders shipped outside of PA 
are the responsibility of the purchaser; PA residents add 6% tax. 
Available to new customers only. One per customer. From time to 
time substitutions may occur. Cigar.com does not sell products to 
anyone under the age of 21. 


CIGAR 

1911 Spillman Drive | Dept. #26 | Bethlehem, PA 18015 


CAO Brazilia 
Macanudo 
Montecristo Media Noche 
Romeo y Julieta Vintage 
+ 40-Capacity 
Desktop Humidor 


c fs X & ** 

; C AD 


Cigar.com/CGSA6 1 4 

Enter full web address for offer 


CALL 800.357.9800 

Mention CGSA614 

Offer expires 5/15/16 




WeatherTech® 


American Manufacturing Done Right! 



FloorLiner™ 

Provides “absolute interior protection™” 

Laser measured to perfectly fit your vehicle 

Has channels to carry fluids and debris to a 
lower reservoir 

Material provides soft touch top, rigid cbre^ 
strength and bottom surface friction 


See our full line of Automotive Accessories at WeatherTech.com 



BumpStep® 

Hitch mounted bumper protection 

Protect your bumper from minor accidents 

Fits standard 2" receiver hitch 

Safely stand on the step (up to 300 lbs.) 
for everyday tasks 



License Plate Frames 

Many styles and colors available 
Visit WeatherTech.com to view the full selection 


Accessories Available for 


Acura • Audi • BMW • Buick • Cadillac • Chevrolet • Chrysler • Dodge • Ferrari • Ford • GMC • Honda • Hummer • Hyundai • Infiniti 
Isuzu • Jeep • Kia • Land Rover • Lexus • Lincoln • Maserati • Mazda • Mercedes-Benz • Mercury • Mini • Mitsubishi • Nissan 
Oldsmobile • Plymouth • Pontiac • Porsche • Saab • Saturn • Scion • Subaru • Suzuki • Toyota • Volkswagen • Volvo • and more! 


Order Now: 800-441-6287 


American Customers 


Canadian Customers 

IBI 

— 1 WeatherTech.com 


WeatherTech. ca 

BBl 


European Customers 
WeatherTechEurope.com 


2016 by MacNeil IP LLC 





To advertise in this section, please call: 800 - 722-7798 



ACURA NSX - Accepting Orders For Our 
First Shipment Of The All New NSX, Choose 
Color & Options, Authorized Acura Dealer, 
Estimated Spring Delivery, Contact Brian At 
(401)595-5950 Or NSX@firstacura.com 



2006 BENTLEY FLYING SPUR - 19K 

Miles, Florida Car, Bentley Certified 


Transferable Warranty Until 7/17, 
Blue/tan, Very Nice, Just Serviced At 
Bentley Naples, $65K. (813)230-0972 


4 Wheel Drive 


The World's Largest For-Sale-By-Owner 
Marketplace Featuring Luxury, Sports, 
Classic & Exotic Autos PLUS Hi-End RV's 
Buyers & Sellers Call 

1-800-546-8457 | www.cacars.com 


SLOANCARS.COM Since 1976 

Largest Selection Vintage Air Cooled Porsches in USA 
’1 6 GT RS Miami Blue 1 st One In The Country 1 3 mi. 

’1 6 GT 3 RS Lava loaded 33 mi. 

’1 6 91 8 Weissach PTS Sprt Passion Gry 1 of 1 2200 mi. 

’98 993 C2S Ocean Blue/Grey 258 Original mi. 

’94 3.6 Turbo Flachbau Red/Tan 100% Orig. 2k mi. 
’94 3.6 Turbo S Flatnose Black/Gry 100% Orig.16k mi. 
’97 Turbo S Black/Black Loaded 7k mi. 

’97 Turbo S Coupe Arctic Sil/Black 1 00% Orig. 9k mi. 
richard@sloancars.com (203)675-3235 CT 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Services 


LAND ROVER DEFENDERS - ’93-’97, 90’s 
& 1 1 0’s In Stock. See us on the web at: 
www.CopleyMotorcars.com (781 )444-4646 


DO-IT-YOURSELF 
Wheels & Tires 


CHROME YOUR ALUMINUM WHEELS - 

From $89. 3 year warranty/repairs available. 
www.chromeyourwheels.com (909)595-01 44 


HISTORIC 


Collectors 



1989 PORSCHE SPEEDSTER - Original 
Paint, 9771 Miles, 1 Of Only 38 Swedish 
Cars Factory Optd New W/Turbo Tail, New 
Michelin Tires, Excellent Cond, $195K, Bob 
(541)543-6791 Or sportscarshop.com 



1974 PORSCHE CARRERA TARGA 

Last ’74 Carrera Targa Built, #246, CoA, 
#’s Matchg, Fresh Minor Restoration & En- 
gine Out Serv, 59K Actual Mi, Desirable 
Rare Jade Green, $99K, (937)642-2000 
nelsonautogroup.com Sincel 981 


NEED TO TRANSPORT YOUR CAR? Let Us 

Do The Legwork. Open or Enclosed Carriers, Near 
Or Far. We Work w/ Over 100 Transport Compa- 
nies To Get You The Best Price & Scheduling. 
TRANSPORT MASTERS (561)482-7789 (FL) 


MOBILIA 

Accessories 


CLEAR AUTO BRA MICHIGAN 

"Protect Your Paint!" (734)259-0021 
www.ClearAutoBraMichigan.com 



AUTOWEEK 


CRAVING MORE AUTOMOTIVE 
NEWS AND REVIEWS? 

Sign up at 

AUTOWEEK.COM/ALERTS 





Sports & Imports 


1 973 DeTomaso Pantera 

An Italian beauty with the heart 
of an American beast. A beauti- 
fully turned out Pantera L with 
all of the correct upgrades and 
cosmetic touches. Just 15,000 
miles. Detailed and road ready. 


1 986 Porsche 962 

Owned from new by Hotchkis 
Racing, this iconic car has been 
fully restored. Dominant in IMSA 
GTP and now dominant in his- 
toric racing. Driven by Hotchkis, 
Adams, Cord, and Dyson. 


1 987 Porsche 959 

Only 9,000 original miles on this 
stunning example of Porsche's 
first supercar formerly owned by 
Bud Lyon. Canepa 959 upgrades 
and rare tan interior. Fully ser- 
viced by the Canepa 959 experts. 


4900 Scotts Valley Drive . Scotts Valley . CA . 95066 


WANTED. 

Canepa is interested in purchasing the highest quality 
original and restored automobiles. Please contact us. 


canepa.com 83i.430.9940 






1980 BMW Ml 

Unrestored, original, and 
immaculate! This phenomenal 
E26 has only 8,44 1 miles. One 
of only 453 M I s ever produced. 

Comes complete with its tool 
set, manuals, spare tire and jack. 


1966 Mercedes 250SE 

Magnificently restored and possi- 
bly the finest example of a 250SE 
in the world. This California car 
is complete with owners manual, 
tool kit and jack. Ready for the 
road or concours. 


1963 Mercedes 300SL 

The second to last 300SL ever 
built. Rare all-alloy engine. 
Complete with Mercedes-Benz 
Zertifikat, and Fahrzeug-Data 
card, original hardtop, luggage, 
books, tools, spare and jack. 


1964 Porsche 356 C 


An exceptionally well restored 
356 with an upgraded suspension, 
and a 2 1 32cc, I45hp Willhoit 
engine. Featured on Jay Leno's 
Garage. All original paperwork, 
documents and manuals. 
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BUT WAIT, THERE’S AMERICAN FI... 


THE 2016 “THAT’S OUT OF BOUNDS” HAASPITALITY TENT 

PRESENTED BY PEPSI & GUY FIERI’S DONKEY SAUCE 



FI SWAPS CRUMPETS 
FOR CORN DOGS 


□ THE NEW HAAS FI 
Team doesn't have a 
driver born and bred 
in the good ol' US of A (see 
page 14). OK, OK, that hurts, 
but ya know what? America 
isn't just a country, dammit, 
it's a way of frickin' life, bro. 
So it's time to show those 
Euros what that AMERICAN 
RACING is all about. We 
have some suggestions: 

■ It doesn't get more over the 
top— or OUT OF BOUNDS!— 
than Guy "Donkey Sauce" 
Fieri taking over your Haas- 
pitality® tent and painting 
it red, white and awesome. 
Pass the pulled-pork poppers! 


H The fun doesn't stop with 
the American team,- we want 
the whole grid to feel the full 
breadth of real freedom. That 
means replacing the typical 
champagne sponsor with the 
Champagne of Beers, baby! 
Tallboys for the crew and 
keg stands for the winner 
(Lewis Hamilton, usually). 

■ While we're at it, FI needs 
to step up its sponsor game. 
Very low energy, right? Let's 
inject it with some good-ol' 
American brand power: Smith 
St Wesson, Walmart, Jack 
Daniel's — companies that 
project an unabashed style 
of American exceptionalism! 
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THE ALL-NEW 


CUT THROUGH EXPECTATIONS 


PR/US 


Dramatic meets aerodynamic in the all-new 2016 Prius. Its sleek design turns heads, but is 
nearly invisible to wind, with a drag-reducing active grille shutter, a built-in spoiler, lowered hood 
and more, creating a quieter cabin, more stable drive and an air-cheating .24 drag coefficient. 
The result is mpg that doesn’t just defy expectations, it shatters them. 




<S£> oT 

toyota Places 


Prototype shown with options. Production model may vary. ©2015 Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. 



20 MM WERE SHAVED FROM THE WHEELBASE. THE ENGINE WAS MOUNTED 12.5 MM LOWER, AND OVER 148 POUNDS 
WERE SHED. METICULOUS DETAIL WENT INTO BUILDING THE NEW MAZDA MX~5 MIATA. IN FACT ONLY WHEN YOU'RE IN 
THE DRIVER'S SEAT CAN IT ACHIEVE ITS NEAR-PERFECT 50/50 WEIGHT DISTRIBUTION. AND IT'S NOT JUST THE MX~5 
THAT RECEIVES THIS KIND OF ATTENTION; IT S EVERY CAR WE BUILD. IN THE END, WE DO THIS FOR ONE SIMPLE REASON. 


zoom-zoom 


DRIVING MATTE RS“ 





